[image: image1.jpg]



ABATE of Georgia, Inc 2517 Veterans Memorial Hwy SW Austell, Ga 30168                  Telephone (770) 881-7438(770) 881-7481 (866) 867-5063 FAX(770) 234-4177
Fact Sheet   Freedom of Choice
Background: The determination to use a helmet should be the decision of adults free from government mandates. Accident prevention and avoidance are more important to significantly reduce injuries and fatalities than mandatory equipment laws. 30 states allow adult motorcyclists the Freedom of Choice regarding the wearing of helmets.
WHAT: Freedom of Choice Bill to be introduced 2011 Session the bill will  address the issue by amending Part 2 of Article 13 of Chapter 6 of Title 40 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to motorcycles, by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 40-6-315, relating to headgear and eye-protective devices for riders.
Motorcycle rider is exempt from wearing a helmet if the following conditions are met:

1. Requires an insurance policy providing for at least $10,000.00 in medical benefits for injuries incurred as a result of a crash while operating or riding on a motorcycle,                                                                                          
2. Any motorcycle operator who is 21 years of age or older and has completed a motorcycle rider education course approved by the department or has held a motorcycle operator's license for at least two years
3. An Opt-Out permit is purchased in the amount of $100.00 every 24 months with 50% of the fees to fund motorcycle safety awareness and education programs.
FACT: DOT or NHTSA does not approve helmets, thus there is no list of approved helmets. If a helmet can withstand a static impact of 13mph it passes government standards. 
Helmets reduce visibility and hearing. Helmets afford no protection from neck injuries.                                                                                                          States that have repealed mandatory helmet laws have seen a dramatic increase in tourism dollars.                                                                                                NHTSA reports to congress show that motorcyclists are no more dependent on public sources for medical costs than motor vehicle operators.

For more information please contact www.abatega.org or Legislative.Director@abatega.org  






