
   August  2015  A.B.A.T.E. OF GEORGIA, INC. NEWSLETTER 

 Fighting for the rights and education of  every Georgia  motorcyclist 

August 2015 

 National Motorcycle news from the 

AMA  and the MRF  pg 18 

District News, find out what’s going on in 

your local ABATE district on pg 21 

The new ABATE of 

Georgia T-Shirts are 

in stock, check out 

the designs on pg 5 

and get your district 

orders in! 

Chuck Watwood   on 

recent Georgia law 

changes pg 25  

Find out about your 

local ABATE events 

in August and Sep-

tember on pg 13 and 

14 



2  August  2015  A.B.A.T.E. OF GEORGIA, INC. NEWSLETTER 

A.B.A.T.E. of Georgia, Inc. All rights reserved.  This newsletter is published 
monthly and distributed throughout the state of Georgia as well as to other 
motorcycle  organizations nationwide.  A.B.A.T.E. of Georgia accepts no re-
sponsibility for the  comments or opinions from reprinted materials contained 
within this publication.  We welcome your news, opinions, comments, com-
plaints, and suggestions on  Motorcycle related issues.  All  articles must in-
clude your name and address. We do not accept slanderous, accusing letters; 
profanities (photographic or written); non-A.B.A.T.E.   related letters.  
A.B.A.T.E. of Georgia reserves the right to refuse or edit any article, photo, 
letter, or advertisement that is decided is not in the best interest of the organiza-
tion or its members. 

STATE OFFICE ADDRESSES 

www.abatega.org 
(Mailing Address)   ABATE OF GEORGIA, INC. 

P.O.  BOX  116 

Austell, GA 30168 

Phone:    (770) 881-7438 

Fax:    (770) 234-4177 

 

ABATE OF GEORGIA STATE OFFICERS  2012-2014 Term 

State Director   
Ned Williams  (404) 324 –2037 
E-mail  state.director@abatega.org 
 
Legislative Director 
Brad  Coulston (706) 833-5539 
E-mail   legislative.director@abatega.org  
  
Treasurer         
Gary Bonds  (404) 915-8778 
Email:  treasurer@abatega.org 
 
Membership Director    
Ann Crenshaw (229) 924-7449 
Email  membership@abatega.org 
 
Sgt. At Arms 
Dave Woodruffe 678-778-9646 
Email:  sgt.arms@abatega.org  
 
Activities Director 
David Neal  (678_ 770-9188 
Email:  activities.director@abatega.org 
 
State  Secretary    
Ann Turner  (770) 881-7438 
Email   secretary@abatega.org 
 
 
Director of Education  
Chris Carr  (678) 896-5909 
Email:  education.director@abatega.org 
 
Webmaster  
Bill Mattison   webmaster@abatega.org 
 
A.B.A.T.E. Legal  Advisor  
Steve Murrin   (404)  221-0777  
Email:  smurrin@murrinandwallace.com 
 
A.B.A.T.E. Tax Advisor          
 James F. Trucks (404)  307-2541 
 
A.B.A.T.E.  State Chaplin 
 Mike Cook   (229) 268-4455 

Ads Must Be Received in digital format or ready to scan by the 10th of the month, accompanied by 
full payment, to be printed in the next issue.  Credit card payments are welcome. Ads must be paid in 
advance to receive the multiple ad discount rate.  If you wish, we can lay out your ad for you for an 
additional $25 charge plus any reasonable costs. Additional charges and services offered at the discre-

tion of the editor.  Please allow additional lead time for all ads that we must lay out. 

Payment must be received in advance for ad renewals.  If not you will lose the discounted multiple ad 
rate and the account will revert back to monthly prices.  Make your check or money order payable to 

A.B.A.T.E. of Georgia, Inc.  Send to: 

A.B.A.T.E. OF GEORGIA, INC. 

P.O.  BOX  116 

Austell, GA 30168 

 

 
Call the State Office  @ 770-881-7438 for more info. 

Website 115 1 Month 

Newsletter 

Business Card   

Black & White  Term in Months 

 $               40.00   1 

 $            110.00   3 

 $            200.00   6 

   

1/4 Page   

Black & White  Term in Months 

 $               70.00   1 

 $            200.00   3 

 $            360.00   6 

 $            660.00   12 

$                    1 One Month  Member Memorial 

1/2 Page   

Black & White  Term in Months 

 $            125.00   1 

 $            360.00   3 

 $            660.00   6 

 $         1,200.00   12 

$                     2 One Month Member Memorial 

Full Page   

Black & White  Term in Months 

 $            225.00   1 

 $            660.00   3 

 $         1,200.00   6 

 $         2,200.00   12 

$                      3 One Month Member Memorial 

Advertising Fees 



3  August  2015  A.B.A.T.E. OF GEORGIA, INC. NEWSLETTER 

ATTENTION 

ABATE OF GEORGIA 

MEMBERS 

 

If you have had trouble 

with your member card, a  

pin or a patch 
A  hotline has been set up to make 

sure your issue is addressed 

 

Please call the membership hotline 

At 

(678) 753-6018 
(The hotline is monitored during business hours 7 days a week. Calls made after hours will be returned the next business day 
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Some of A.B.A.T.E.’s accomplishments over the years: 

• Successfully lobbied for legislation that created the Georgia 

Motorcycle Safety Program (GMSP), our state’s rider education 
program that is available to all. 

• Lobbied to have legislation passed to modify the existing manda-

tory helmet law to allow adults age 21 and older freedom of choice 
as to the wearing of a helmet. 

• Successfully lobbied for legislation leading to the repeal of the 

Georgia law prohibiting use of speakers or headphones while riding 
a motorcycle. 

• Fought and stopped legislation introduced in the 1992 Session of 

the  Georgia General Assembly that would have made it illegal for 
kids age 10 and under to ride as passengers on motorcycles. 

• Established May as “Motorcycle Awareness and You” month 

through a   proclamation signed by the Governor and through 
resolutions passed by the Senate and House each year.  This is an 
annual effort that raises public awareness of motorcycles. 

• Successfully lobbied legislators to approve increased funding for 

the Georgia Motorcycle Safety Program, in the amount of 
$170,000 after the license tag rate was raised on all vehicles to 
$20.   

• Successfully stopped proposed legislation that would have 

increased the size of motorcycle tags. 

• Successfully lobbied for handicapped tags for motorcycles without 

further enabling legislation, by bringing it to the attention of the 
Department of Revenue that the code section was written in such 
a way that it was already authorized. 

• Successfully lobbied for antique tags for motorcycles in the 1998 

legislative session. 

• Established a 15 District organization that has led to more 

participation locally, while raising our membership statewide.  The 
more members we have, means the more clout we have at the 
State Capitol. 

• Sponsor and promote the largest Swap Meet/Bike Show in 

Georgia, 5 times a year. 

• Successfully forced prosecution of a trucker who, while making an 

illegal turn, killed fellow motorcyclist Mark Bonner. 

• Successfully lobbied to pass the “Frank-Lee” (ROW) bill to enhance 

penalties to those who cause death or serious injury to a 
motorcyclists by failing to yield the right of way. 

• Successfully lobbied to pass the “Tag/Title” bill SB-437  that allows 

for registration of kit/assembled bikes. Signed by Governor Purdue 
May 14, 2008. 

 
 
 

Your benefits as a member of A.B.A.T.E. of Georgia: 

Organized lobbying of State and Federal legislators to make your 
views on motorcyclist rights known to your Representatives. 
Current information on all motorcycle related legislation and where 
your legislators stand on the issues that affect your motorcycling 
rights and  freedoms. 
Monthly newsletter with legislative updates, event dates and 
places, and information 
Membership card, patch, and one year pin for new members.  
Yearly pin for renewals. 
Admission discounts at most A.B.A.T.E. events around the state, 
including ALL State Swap Meets.  
Discounts at many motorcycle shops and dealers around the state 
Personal satisfaction of joining your brothers and sisters in pro-
moting the great sport of motorcycling while supporting your right to 
ride by participation at State and District meetings, toy runs, blood 
drives, camp-outs, bike shows, swap meets, etc. 
Spiritual consultation with the Christian Motorcycle Association 
(CMA) for ride prayers, weddings, and visitation. 
 

A.B.A.T.E. OF GEORGIA, Inc.  IS A TEAM EFFORT 
WE WELCOME ALL RIDERS, ALL BRANDS 

WHAT IS  

A.B.A.T.E. OF GEORGIA, Inc.? 
 

The letters “A.B.A.T.E.” stand for 
American Bikers Active Toward Educa-
tion.  A.B.A.T.E. is composed of motor-
cyclists from all areas of the state, from 
all walks of life, and who ride all makes 
of bikes.  A.B.A.T.E. is not a club, it is a 
non-partisan politically active organiza-
tion working on motorcyclist’s rights.  
We are affiliated with national rights 
groups like the American Motorcy-
clist Association (AMA), the Motorcy-
cle Riders Foundation (MRF) and the 
National Coalition of Motorcyclists 
(NCOM). 
 
Our main focus is to keep motorcy-
cle legislation in its proper perspec-
tive.  Many restrictive laws are enacted 
by uninformed legislators.  A.B.A.T.E.’s 
goal is to keep our lawmakers informed 
of our members collective position on 
Motorcyc le  re la ted leg is l a t ion .  
Preventing unfair legislation from be-
coming law is easier than fighting to get 
the law repealed. 
 
Rider education and public aware-
ness of motorcyclists are goals of 
A.B.A.T.E..  We are not against the 
wearing of helmets, and we encourage 
all riders to ride safely.  An informed and 
educated rider is a safer rider.  Helmet 
laws do nothing to prevent an accident, 
and a helmet only provides the  illusion 
of safety, while rider education is 
proven to prevent accidents and save 
lives. 
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District Coordinator Contact Information 

 

District 1st Name Last Name Phone # EMAIL 

1 Dennis Warren  706-270-4406 denbie51@msn.com 

1W Frank Chaney  706-694-8626  sgt.baldy@windstream.net 

2 Anthony G Love 706-499-4672 alove@windstream.net 

3 Dave Woodruffe 678-778-9646 djwoodruffe@gmail.com 

4E Wayne Davis 404-935-2118 hdchopperwd@aol.com  

4W     

5     

5-N Allen Kennedy 770-231-4824  abatega5north@gmail.com  

6 Bobby  Bass 678-315-8845  

6-2 Gary Allen 404-324-1244 abaterider@yahoo.com 

7 Leigh Jester   478-319-4013    eagle58@windstream.net     

8 Nancy James 706-592-1015 dubljblythe@netzero.net 

9 Cyndi Griffith 706-332-7675 smithscop@ctvea.net 

11 David Jackson 912-441-7586 badrodz55@yahoo.com 

12 Dez Harris 229-206-0481 desmond556@gmail.com 

13 Dennis Crenshaw 229-924-7449 dc-13-abatega@hotmail.com> 

15 Jerald  Penzo  912-262-0603  d15abatega@gmail.com  

New ABATE of Georgia T Shirts are in, Colors are Black and Various colors,  Districts SHOULD purchase 
shirts from the State office, contact David Neal for more information. (678) 770-9188 
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A.B.A.T.E. of Georgia District Boundaries 
 

6/2:1st Tues-
day of the 
month at 7PM 
@Jekyll and 
Hyde's, 10 
The Blvd 
HWY 29 
North, New-
nan  

6 :1st Tuesday 
of the month 
at 7:00 PM at 
The Grove Bar 
and Grill, 
4681 Bill 
Gardner 
Pkwy., 

9: 1st Tuesday 
of the month at 
7:30 PM at 
Player’s on 54th 
St. Columbus. 

4E : 1st Wednesday of the Month 7PM,  Con-
fetti’s Bar and Grill,   6470 Spalding Dr. 
Norcross, GA 30092-4656  

4W :1st Thursday of the 
Month B3 bar and grill, 
Austell, Ga 

2: 2:00pm the first Sunday of each month 

David's Garage 60 
6211 Thompson Bridge Road 
Dahlonega, GA 30533 

13:   Meets 1st Sunday of Month 
@2PM at The Henry T. Elrod 
Welcome Center 100 Washing-
ton Ave. Ashburn, Ga, US 41 at 
GA 112 

15: Meets 4th Thursday of the 
month at Toucans Ale House, 
@7PM, 2450 Perry Lane Road, 
Brunswick, 31525  

11: 2nd 
Sunday 
3:00PM 
VFW Post 
660, 5115 
Ogeechee 
Rd, Savan-
nah, GA 
31405 

8: 4th Thursday of the 
month @ 7:00 p.m. at 
Side Track Bar and Grill 

4029 Washington 
Rd., Martinez, GA 
30907  

5N: third Tuesday of the month  7PM  at Cycle 

World 4225 Atlanta Highway ,Athens 
Ga  

1W: The Fourth Monday of each month at the 
Dari Dip on Villanow St. Lafayette. Meeting 
starts at 6:30pm 

1:1st Tuesday of the month at the 
Logan’s Roadhouse 2140 East Walnut 

Avenue  Dalton, GA  

7: 1st Sunday of 
the month at 2:00 
PM at AP's Hidden 
Hideaway on 
Broadway in 
Macon  

5 2:pm  the Third Sunday of the month, 
Thomas’ Country Buffet,  4122 Emory St 
NW, Covington, GA 30014  

3  The Watering hole ,Tri 
County Plaza 451 W 
Bankhead HWY Villa 
Rica 1st  Sunday of each 
month at 2:00 pm 

12:   Meets Last Saturday of 
Month @2PM at  Mr. Chicks 
Chicken, 1125 US.84 Cairo, Ga 

District Five has returned! Meetings are  at 2:00pm on the Third Sunday of the month at 
Thomas’ Country Buffet,  4122 Emory St NW, Covington, GA 30014  
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Ned Williams, State Director  

 

 

The heat is scorching our beautiful state this month so I hope all of our riders are 

keeping hydrated and keeping their bodies as well as their motorcycles cool and 

not over heating. As August comes around we are in full swing in preparing for our 

September Swap meet in Helen, this will the first time ABATE of Georgia has put 

on a Swap meet in the Georgia Mountains, home to the state’s finest motorcycle 

roads. We hope you will come spend the weekend with us enjoying the entertain-

ment, the vendors and the roads of North Georgia, we look forward to seeing you 

there. Also I would like to take this time to remind all of our districts that right now 

each district needs to be selling your raffle tickets that each district received at the 

last Board of Directors meeting. The Swap Meet raffles are major source of fund-

ing for our Legislative efforts. Also this month we are sending out invoices to all 

our newsletter advertisers as well as our sponsors and supporters if your district 

can help us locate new advertisers, sponsors and supporters you can help us keep 

this organization moving forward, not to mention we need you guys and gals to get 

those membership tables running at your local events and bring new riders to 

ABATE, right now we know Georgia has at least 340,000 motorcyclists, so that 

means there are at least 338,000 riders waiting to be introduced to ABATE of 

Georgia and our fight for Motorcycle rights and Equal treatment under Georgia 

law and by our elected officials. So get out and enjoy our Georgia summer on your 

motorcycles, ABATE members. Also we are happy to announce an upcoming event 

on the south side of the state that will feature Motorcycle Racing and a Swap meet, 

so page attention to our state Facebook page and watch for updates in the Septem-

ber newsletter. Shiny side, rubber side down, and I hope to see everyone reading 

this in Helen next month! 

 

 

Reminder 

We have identified  the legislative efforts at the capitol will take a team, this year 

we had Joey Brush, Greg Alspach and Brad Coulston each donating time at the 

capitol, next year we think we should double that number to six volunteers so that 

scheduling problems do not hamper our efforts, if you live within an hour’s drive 

of the capitol and you think you can donate 2 to 4 hours a week at the capitol let  

us know at the state office, you can reach any member of the e-board via our con-

tact information on page 2. 
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#1 VETO’D Stop profiling law-abiding citizens VETO’D 

 Help us over turn the Georgia handlebar law, a law  which only serves as a way 

to profile and discriminate against motorcyclists (SB76) 

 

#2  Let a motorcyclist live 

 Help us Support Legislation requiring the teaching of MSF’s  

Intersection kit in  Drivers Education programs across Georgia 

 

#3  VETO’D Let a motorcyclist get home 

 Help us finally pass a sensible law to prevent motorcyclists from being trapped at 

malfunctioning Traffic Signals (SB76) VETO’D 

 

#4   Kill a Motorcyclist, Go to Jail 

 Help us increase the penalties for motorists who kill a motorcyclist 

 

#5 Let a motorcyclist use all of the road 

 Help us pass sensible legislation to let motorcyclists Lane filter 

 

#6 Allow Adults to make their own choices 

 Help bring helmet choice to Georgia 

 

#7 ENDED-End State Sponsored Discrimination against motorcyclists 

  Help us end State sponsored Motorcycle Only Checkpoints-ENDED 

 

HELP US DEFEAT THIS VETO,HELP US TELL THE                     

ANTI-MOTORCYCLE LOBBY  

“NO, THEIR BOTTOM LINE IS NOT AS IMPORTANT  AS OUR 

LIVES!” WE WILL BRING HB166 BACK in 2016! 

The 2015—2016 Legislative Agenda for ABATE of Georgia 
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Events for  August   2015 
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Events for  September  2015 
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A Special offer for ABATE of Georgia Members from 

Two Wheel Adventures 

http://www.twowheeladventures.com 

Call us (678) 896-5909  

Two Wheel Adventures will be offering a class every other 
month. 
Cost per Student is  $125.00 
First class offering starts  Feb 26, 2012 
Students have to ride their own bikes, must have 
a valid motorcycle endorsement 

GET YOUR LICENSE 
 
MSF and Georgia approved training provider 
 
Abate Preferred Provider and Abate member 
 
Official trainer of the Zac Brown Band 
 
2 Locations :  Lakewood Amphitheater  & Fraziers Harley 
Davidson 
 
Classes taught by Chris Carr 
2011 National Middleweight Superbike Champion 
 
 

 

HTTP/www.garage71.com 

Ride like a pro would like to offer the members of ABATE 
a special discount on Ride Like A PRO Atlanta Advanced 
Motorcycle skills training. This offer is good for current 
and future members of ABATE. The ABATE discount pric-
ing is $140.00 per rider - a $10 discount off regular price. 
As I offer to all my students, they can retake my advance 
training classes for 12 months after they take the initial 
class.  They will need to email or call and check if I have 
additional space in the class  

Scott Ford 

Ride Like A PRO Atlanta 

www.ridelikeaproatlanta.com 
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 
Eric Shumans 

CMA Georgia State Coordinator 

 

In lieu of our usual newsletter article I wanted to use this space this month to say a few things about ABATE 
of Georgia.  First of all I wanted to thank ABATE of GA for allowing us the use of this space month after 
month to share our articles with you.  We are truly thankful to be blessed with this opportunity to share our 
faith and the gospel of Jesus Christ.  As I’m sure most of you are aware that as Christians more and more with 
each passing day it seems as though we are losing our rights and privileges as citizens of the United States of 
America to share our beliefs, morals and values and to live peaceably according to those values.  It is sad that 
in this great country that we have come to this point but this is our new reality.  So, we just wanted to take a 
minute to say THANKS to ABATE for continuing to allow us this opportunity. 
With all of that said, we as bikers must also continue to stand up and speak up for our rights and privileges 
within our local, state and national governments.  This is exactly some of the things that ABATE of GA does 
for you and I as bikers.  In these situations numbers really do speak volumes and when you choose to partner 
with ABATE of GA by becoming a member then you are increasing the chances of your voice being heard and 
making a difference within our state legislatures.  You and I could voice our ideas and opinions individually 
but they won’t have as much affect as thousands of united members expressing those same opinions to our 
government.  I know that most of you reading this are probably already ABATE of GA members but I would 
like to encourage you that if you are reading this and you are not a member then please consider becoming a 
member.  The nominal annual fee will be money well spent in order for you to be a part of a much larger po-
litically active organization working towards motorcyclist’s rights, rider education and public awareness of 
motorcyclists.  

Christian Motorcyclists Association 
Georgia Contacts – Here if you need us! 

State Coordinator – Eric Shumans 912-269-3272 

   East Central Area Rep – Terry Kleeblatt 770-845-9890          Middle Ga. Area Rep – Barry Walker 770-328-0873 

                        North East Area Rep – Cliff Finney 404-578-8073             North Metro Area Rep – Bobby Grimes 678-986-4708 

South West Area Rep – Mark Joiner 229-886-2124          Youth Movement Leader – Dave Wilson – 404-423-1056  

ABATE District – CMA Chapter Presidents 
                        District 1 – Dalton – Robert Bearden 706-581-2007                                               District 7  – Warner Robbins – Bill Gragg 678-423-4330 

                            Ellijay – David McDaniel 706-669-0388                                                 District 8  – Augusta – Ed Driggers 706-832-045 

    Lafayette – Eddie Wilson 706-861-4666                                                                     Augusta – Aaron (Rootbeer) Wetzel 803-634-0173 

District 2 – Blairsville – Steve Reach 706-400-0784                                                 District 9 -  Columbus – Dave Barton 706-587-5219 

  Cleveland – Dennis Jackson 706-974-7001                                            District 11 – Savannah – Jim Williams 912-349-1496 

  Gainesville – Dan Montgomery 678-513-3763                                                             Statesboro – George Pollard 912-690-0845 

District 3 – Carrollton – Jimmy Fountain 770-856-0147                                          District 15 – Brunswick – Ricky Harper 912-778-4759 

Cartersville – Jamie Howell 706-331-0417                                                                    Jesup – Larry Madray 912-586-2384                                                                   

                          Rome – David Maloney 770-527-8260                                                                           St. Marys – Curt Johnson 912-674-3253 

District 4 – Duluth – Jonathan Landwer 678-895-0717 

     Lawrenceville – Ricky Berry 404-432-7381 

  Marietta – Chris Hutcheson 678-296-3146 

                        District 5 – Athens – Tracy Allen 706-338-0655 

                                            Conyers – Dennis Savage 678-478-2314 

                                            Loganville – Bill Ayers 404-697-8796 

                        District 6 – Griffin – Tom Spivey 770-358-2068 

                                            Newnan – Sam Connor 770-301-1937 

 
 
 

If life has not been what you had hoped, 

why not come home to Jesus? 
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Does the tone of both of these messages seem equal to you?  

We encourage every one of Georgia’s upstanding responsible riders to reach out to the governor and let him and his office know how 
these notably different  messages make you as a rider feel.   

Contact him at 404-656-1776  

Driver’s Manual Rider’s Manual 

 

RUN & MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

August 2nd,2015 
 

$15.00 per hand which includes 1 meal ticket, 
Extra meal ticket $5.00   Extra hand $5.00 
Additional free hand with sign up or renewal of membership 

$30.00 for single and $50.00 per couple per year 
 

Start:  Southern Custom Motors @ 6549 GA HWY 21 
 

Sign In:  9:00 a.m. 
First Bike Out:  10:00 a.m. 

Last Bike In:  2:30 p.m. 
End:  The Twilight Bar & Grill @2805 Fort Argyle Road 

Join us to protect your legal rights as a motorcyclist 

and help promote motorcycle awareness 
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National and Regional News  
WASHINGTON, D.C. –  The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency announced its proposed 
standards for ethanol in the nation’s fuel supplies, raising the amount required by more than 9 per-
cent between 2014 and 2017. By increasing the amounts of ethanol into America’s gasoline mar-
ketplace, the EPA will exceed the “blend wall” by hundreds of millions of gallons. The blend wall 
is the point at which no more ethanol can be blended without creating higher blends like E15 and 
above – the effect of which will be to limit the E0 and E10 fuel supply. The EPA is pushing higher 
ethanol limits despite its own acknowledgment that the market cannot consume these higher 
amounts due to “infrastructure and market-related factors.” 
At the same time, the U.S. Department of Agriculture announced a $100 million plan to subsidize blender pumps for dispensing E15 
and E85 fuel. 
The EPA calls for higher ethanol blended fuels and the USDA spends taxpayer dollars to make it happen, despite knowing that none 
of the estimated 22 million motorcycles and ATVs in use in the United States is approved to use E15 or higher ethanol blends. Using 
those fuels in motorcycles and ATVs is illegal and may cause engine and fuel system damage and void the manufacturer's warranty. 
Sign the AMA petition against the further spread of E15 fuel mandated and subsidized by the federal government. The AMA will 
include your name with its comments to the EPA on July 26. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.) urged fellow senators Bill Nelson (D-Fla.) and John Thune (R-S.D.) to 
include language from her “Stop Motorcycle Checkpoint Funding Act” in the surface transportation authorization bill. Thune is 
chairman of the Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation. Nelson is the ranking member. Shaheen’s bill – S. 127 – 
would prohibit the Secretary of Transportation from providing grants to be used for motorcycle-only checkpoints or programs to 
check for helmet use. 
BERKELEY, Calif. – A new study by the University of California Berkeley shows that motorcyclists who split lanes in heavy traf-
fic are significantly less likely to be struck from behind by other motorists and are less likely to suffer head or torso injuries, the 
American Motorcyclist Association reports. 
Researchers, led by Dr. Thomas Rice of the Safe Transportation Research and Education Center (SafeTREC), reviewed nearly 6,000 
motorcycle-involved traffic collisions between June 2012 and August 2013, including 997 in which the riders were splitting lanes at 
the time of the crash. 
Among the U.C. Berkeley findings: 

• Speed differentials up to 15 mph were not associated with changes in the frequency of injury; 

• 69 percent of lane-splitting motorcyclists were exceeding the traffic speed by 15 mph or less; 

• Compared to riders who were not splitting lanes, lane-splitting motorcyclists were markedly less likely to suffer head injury (9 
percent vs. 17 percent), torso injury (19 percent vs. 29 percent) or fatal injury (1.2 percent vs. 3 percent); 

• Lane-splitting riders were significantly less likely to be rear-ended than non-lane-splitting riders (2.6 percent vs. 4.6 percent); 

• Lane-splitting motorcyclists were more likely to be wearing a full-face helmet than other motorcyclists (81 percent vs. 67 per-
cent); 

• Compared to other motorcyclists, lane-splitting riders were more often riding on weekdays and during commuting hours, were 
using better helmets and were traveling at slower speeds; 
Lane-splitting riders were less likely to have been using alcohol. 
The AMA reminds all riders that, where allowed, lane splitting is still a choice. To read the complete AMA position statement, visit 
http://americanmotorcyclist.com/Rights/PositionStatements/LaneSplitting.aspx.  
State News  
AUGUSTA, Maine – Gov. Paul R. LePage signed a law that requires driver education courses to include instruction about operating 
motor vehicles in situations in which a “vulnerable user” – which includes motorcyclists -- is sharing the road with a car or truck. 
LANSING, Mich. – The fine for riding a motorcycle without an endorsement would increase dramatically under H.B. 4651, spon-
sored by state Rep. Julie Plawecki (D-Dearborn Heights). Under current law, the penalty is a fine of up to a $100 and/or 90 days in 
jail. This proposal would raise the maximum fine to $500, with up to 90 days in jail for a first violation, and up to $1,000 and/or a 
one-year sentence for a subsequent violation. 
JEFFERSON CITY, MO. – Auxiliary lighting would be permitted on motorcycles under H.B. 650, sponsored by state Rep. Robert 
Cornejo (R-St. Peters). The bill would allow amber and white lights, LED pods and strips that do not blink, flash or oscillate and that 
are directed toward the engine and drivetrain. H.B. 650 was unanimously approved by the legislature and sent to Gov. Jay Nixon for 
his signature. 
TRENTON, N.J. – A.B. 4541, introduced by Assemblymen Michael Patrick Carroll (R-Morris County) and Declan J. O’Scanlon Jr. 
(R-Red Bank), would eliminate the registration renewal requirements for passenger cars, motorcycles and noncommercial trucks. 
Registration would be required only for transfer of ownership. 
NEW YORK, N.Y. – The AMA and the New York Motorcycle & Scooter Task Force are working to convince the Metropolitan 
Transit Authority to allow motorcycles to use the Manhattan-bound, two-way, Hugh L. Carey Tunnel tube during the weekday morn-
ing rush hours. The authority is reviewing an unwritten policy that prohibits this use. 
AUSTIN, Texas – Effective Sept. 1, money in the state motorcycle education fund may be used to conduct motorcycle safety and 
“share the road” campaigns. The fund previously was restricted to administering the motorcycle operator training and safety pro-
gram. The fund holds more than $18 million, yet the state has not spent any of it since 2005, while using the deposits to help balance 
the state budget. 
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MRF media contact: Jeff Hennie 

Phone: 202-725-5471  

E-mail: Jeff@MRF.org  

 

AUSTIN, Texas – Awaiting Gov. Greg Abbott’s signature is S.B. 1918, which allows ground-effects LED lighting on the body of 
motorcycles. The bill -- which would permit amber or white lights that do not flash -- has been approved by the state legislature. 
AUSTIN, Texas – Effective in May, the state has an official definition for “autocycles.” S.B. 449 created the “autocycle” category 
for vehicles with no more than three wheels on the ground, seats instead of saddles and steering wheels in place of the handlebars. 
The autocycles are designed to meet federal safety requirements for motorcycles. Operators do not have to complete motorcycle 
training, but they must comply with state motorcycle helmet laws. 
Industry News  
COSTA MESA, Calif. – MotoAmerica has announced that the Armed Forces Foundation has been named as an official non-profit 
partner of the 2015 and 2016 MotoAmerica AMA/FIM North American Road Race Series. The partnership officially began at the 
June 26-28 Miller Motorsports Park event, with the Armed Forces Foundation and MotoAmerica hosting members of the military 
during what is Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) month. 
The Armed Forces Foundation is a 501(c)3 non-profit dedicated to supporting and advocating for active-duty military personnel, 
National Guardsmen, Reservists, military families, and veterans. The AFF returns 95 cents of every dollar raised to service members 
and their families. 
IRVINE, Calif. – The Motorcycle Industry Council promoted long-time staff member Ty van Hooydonk to vice president, commu-
nications. Van Hooydonk has worked, and will continue to work, on the industry’s mainstream media and market expansion pro-
grams, including Discover Today’s Motorcycling. 
“Since 2001, Ty has been heavily involved in promoting motorcycling and rider safety, and he’s instrumental in many of our biggest 
media placements for two-wheeling, which are mostly the result of building solid relationships,” said MIC President Tim Buche. 
Prior to his hiring as MIC communications director, van Hooydonk was a director at PainePR in Orange County, Calif., senior ac-
count executive at Burson-Marsteller public relations in Los Angeles, news editor at Cycle magazine and associate editor at Cycle 

News. 
International News 
MUNICH, Germany – BMW is planning a pilot project this year to use street lights as charging stations for electric vehicles. The 
lights would use the existing local power authority’s electrical network. BMW said it has made two prototype “Light and Charge” 
street lights that combine efficient light emitting diodes (LED) with the company's ChargeNow recharging stations for electric cars. 
"Seamless charging infrastructure is essential if we want to see more electric vehicles on the road in our cities in the future," Peter 
Schwarzenbauer, Member of the Board of Management of BMW AG, said. 
Drivers will be able to pay to charge their cars via a mobile phone app. Two of the charging street lights are already installed in front 
of the BMW headquarters.  

 
Wednesday, June 24th the U.S. Senate Environment and Public Works (EPW) passes their version of a long-term high-
way bill reports the Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF). The  
six-year bill easily passed with bipartisan support. The “Developing a Reliable and Innovative Vision for the Economy” 
Act or DRIVE Act would increase funding levels from a 2012 transportation law at an average of 3% annually to come up 
with $260 billion for highway infrastructure programs. The measure was voted out of the committee with a vote of 20-0. 
 
The issue of allowing for more states to the pilot program of new tolling of existing interstate highway was removed from 
the final version of the bill. The pilot program to test tolling existing interstate roads still exists, keeping the number of 
states that may participate at three. However, EPW did include a “use it or lose it” clause that would force a state partici-
pating in the program to abandon the pilot after a number of years if they are unable to get the program started. This is 
significant because this pilot program has been in existence for 17 years and none of the states have ever been able to 
put a tolling pilot program in place due to massive public outcry. In short, it allows the feds to pick an area of the country 
that may be more friendly to (or just more used to) increased tolling.  
 
Another disturbing provision of the DRIVE act would allow states to divert tolls collected away from the tolled road to 
fund other government programs—the very definition of the proverbial “Stealing from Peter to pay Paul.”  
 
There is no mention of motorcycles in this portion of the highway bill. Issue of motorcycle-only checkpoints will be ad-
dressed in a forthcoming bill from another committee.  
 
Thank you to everyone who made calls and sent emails to the EPW committee members. Your voice was integral to the 
non-expansion of the tolling program.  
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Lane Splitting Vs. Lane Filtering 

Lane Splitting is when a motorcycle rides between the 
lanes of traffic at speed when there is no impediment to 
travel and traffic is moving normally. 

Lane Filtering is when a motorcycle rides between 
the lanes of traffic from behind a pack of non moving 
cars to proceed to a fixed point in the roadway such 
as a red light ahead of the cars or a right turn lane.. 

Filtering helps reduce traffic congestion  

 

Filtering allows the motorcyclist one more way to increase the distance 

between their motorcycle and other motorists 

 

Filtering allows motorcyclists  to occupy road space  

unusable to all other motorists thereby helping reduce the amount of over 

all road space used by all vehicles on the road 

 

Help up find a Republican Sponsor to bring Lane Filtering to Georgia! 

Let’s talk about Lane Filtering for a second…. 
There has been quite a bit of confusion about what the difference is between Lane Filtering and 
Lane Splitting. We at ABATE hope this new infographic will better  
explain the difference between the two. 
We may have not gotten  Lane Filtering through the 2014 session but we have FOUND A 
 POTENTIONAL NEW SPONSOR for next session already! 
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District News 
District One    
  The July ABATE District One meeting was held on July 7, 2015 at Logan’s Roadhouse in Dalton.  There were seventeen members 
and two guests present.  Dennis Warren and Tami Culver opened the meeting leading us in the pledge of allegiance.  Sending healing 
wishes to Deb Warren who was involved in a pretty serious car accident.  So thankful Deb was not seriously hurt!  Dennis led us in 
prayer. 
     Dennis presented a financial report.  The 27th annual Iron Horse Rodeo was a sucess.  After all obligations have been met, we 
still have funds for future events.  A big thank you to everyone who helped in making this event a success.  An especially big thank 
you to Clay for hosting the event.  Gene Long was a huge help to Clay with events and with getting the property ready.  Donna 
Smith and Rhonda Long went above and beyond with the Pot Luck on Friday.  Whiskers, as usual, was on point with delivery of 
chairs, frig and the stage for the band.  So many helping hands made this event run smoothly and everyone was able to relax and en-
joy the weekend.  This is our one event of the year that sends all proceeds to the state, so we were blessed to have a small crowd with 
large and generous hearts.  Looking forward to next year!  It was a warm afternoon, but everyone had a blast! 
     In the absence of Jeff Gates, membership director, Tami Culver pulled the lucky name out of the hat for the big money from the 
membership drawing!  Tony Culver was the winner this month of the big money and was in attendance!  A big thank you  to Tony 
for donating it back. 
     The one day State ABATE swap meet in July has been cancelled.  The fall two day swap meet will be held in Helen, Georgia on 
September 19-20.  Hope everyone will get a chance to attend. 
     That is a wrap for this month.  Enjoy the summer weather!  Kickstands up and faces in the wind! 
 

Rosie Keener, D1 Secretary 
Edited by Tami Culver, D1 Co-coordinator 

District One West 
Hello out there in ABATE land.  
Hope this fines everyone doing what they want to do and are happy doing it.  
After our June officers meeting we tried something different, we went for a little ride. Normally everybody goes about their own 
way. This time we rode up to Ten Mile, TN. JOHNNY cONYERS LED THE WAY, MAINLY BECAUSE HE WAS THE ONLY 
ONE THAT KNEW THE WAY. Morning started out wet, so we only had two, THAT'S TWO, show for the officers meeting on 
motorcycles. Paul Gard, an old friend and former member showed up as we came out of the resturant to ride with us. This was Pauls 
first time on his bike after having back surgery. He did great tho. didn't bother to tell us until we were eating dinner/lunch[12:00 
meal]. Was a fun ride and dry most of the time. 
This Sat./Sun. we are headed to Shepherdsville, KY. for the Burning Buns ride. My sister Mary came out from AZ. and will be going 
with us. She's a member of our little group and proud to have her along.  
The last weekend of July, we are heading to Andersonville Prison for a ride on Johnny Lynns birthday. Hope him and Lisa get to go. 
Hope to meet up with Dennis and Ann Crenshaw for supper, maybe. If anyone cares to join us, ride info is in monthly newsletter, 
thanks to our Secretary, Johnny Conyers. 
Last weekend of August, we go to Greenville, SC to the Shriners Hospital for a donation and ride. We usually make it to the hospital 
by 1pm. Come join us. 
Well, by now your eyes are blurry and my two fingers hurt from pecking on this thing, so........... 
Make someones day, either by entering their life or getting out of it. 
 
Much respect and admiration to all who stand and fight for MC rights. 
Sgt. Baldy 
AKA Frank A. Chaney 
D1W CO, AD, LD 

District Two 
JULY 5, 2015 
Meeting @ Stanley Nash's Paint Shop 
6108 Cool Springs Road 
Gainesville, Ga. 30506 
678-617-4778 
 
Minutes/Secretary's REPORT: 
 
Present: 8 members, 1 guest 
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District News 
2:15p.m. District Coordinator: Anthony Love opened the meeting w/pledge & prayer. 
Anthony reported: We have $650.43 in our checking account & $30.00 cash. 
 
    Activities Director: Stanley Nash reported that District 2 will be setting 
up our Membership Booth at J&D Cycles on August 1, 2015, during their benefit for Duke Dunwoody. 
He also reported that District 2 has been invited to join District 5, Saturday, October 10, 2015 
Cycle World of Athens, 4225 Atlanta Hwy., Bogart, Ga. Registration 9:30a.m. Lunch will be provided 
for all participants following the ride. (Brunswick Stew & Pulled Pork Sandwiches). 
for more info. call: (706)548-3300. 
  
    Anthony reported: We have almost gotten the September 19 & 20, 2015 ABATE of Georgia 
Rally In The Mountains & Swap meet in Helen Ga. (9a.m. to 5p.m. RAIN or SHINE)worked out.  
This event will be at: ZipNTime,7019 Main Street, Helen, Ga. 30545 (706)878-9477.  
    So far, 15 vendors have signed  & paid. Anthony is still working on the ABATE 
signs which will be posted at each end of Helen. 
    Volunteers are needed for both days....(2hr. max.) shifts. 
    Admission $5.00 per day. Primitive Camping will be available for an additional $5.00. 
    We are in need of 40 chairs for this event. 
    ABATE Attorney, Steve Murrin will be giving out motorcycle kick stand pads. 
    Car & Motorcycle Show. 
    50/50 Drawing 2x each day. Door prizes, Live DJ entertainment & more. 
    Raffle tickets for a Landmann USA Smoky Mountain 26" Electric Smoker (1st. Prize) or a 
Torin Jacks 1500lb. Motorcycle & ATV Jack (2nd. Prize) can be purchased. ($5.00 per ticket or 
5 for $20.00). 
    There will be a guided bike tour for only $5.00 per bike, extra passengers are $5.00. 
    Chris Fister suggested getting Scott Ford, "Ride Like a Pro" to be present w/a video 
to demonstrate what he does & allow riders to sign up for this amazing class. 
 
    Legislative Director: Richard Malcolm, reported on "Lane Splitting" Amended 
Bill & Helmet Laws. 
    UC Berkeley study shows lane-splitting motorcyclists are safer in traffic 
June 2, 2015 
    See: http://www.americanmotorcyclist.com/News/15-06-02/UC_Berkeley_Study_shows_lane-spl...7/5/2015 
    See: the Walberg video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pHIMdT7yefe 
    See: http://www.mrf.org/2015/news_release/15NR17.htm 
 
    Anthony reported: a possible change in Re-Districting ABATE Districts. "Making Districts 
larger to cover more members. Final decision to be made at the August 2015 Board Meeting. 
    Chris Fister &  others agree that Districts should be smaller & in more numbers so that people 
would not have to travel as far to meetings, etc. to be in a district. All those present, including 
myself at this meeting totally agree w/Chris. (Example--I currently travel over 35 miles to be present at 
our meetings in Gainesville, Ga. I will have to travel that distance or more to join in an event, 
before it even begins & back again after an event). We also want to keep our District as #2. 
 
    Our September meeting will be held at our Pot Luck cookout on September 12, 2015, 2p.m. until ? 
Everyone bring a dish. U can contact me @ (770)894-7785 or beastrider1548@gmail.com for a list of who is 
bringing what dish. (I'm not able to answer my Phone during wk. hrs. so please leave a message I will get 
back w/you). Horse shoes available. If anyone has a corn hole bag game, we could play this. Suggestions 
appreciated. Door prizes. 
    So far we have: Stanley........Boston Butt & Baked Beans 
            Richard........Macaroni Salad 
            Anthony........Hot dogs & Paper Plates 
            Bibb & Hubby...Buns, Corn on Cob, napkins, condiments 
            Matt...........Gumbo 
            "Taz" (Von)....Hamburger, Potato Salad, Sweet Tea, Un-Sw. Tea & bottle water 
 
3:35 P.M. Chris Fister made a motion to adjourn. Richard Malcolm 2nd. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
Vonnie "Taz" Jean, Secretary 
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District News 
District Four East  

7/1/15 
 
The Julymeeting took place on Wednesday, 7/1/15at Confetti’s in Norcross GA.  
 
10 Attendees 
 
Treasury report – There is some money in the bank. Insurance paymentsare paid thru June 2015. ABATE District 4 East 
will be running additional 50/50’s during the week at Confetti’s. 
 
Membership – District 4 East is currently at 46 paid members, 50 if all renewals are added. 
 
Events –The April ABATE Swap meet scheduled for 7/11/15 has been postponed until possibly November 2015. Sun-
day, July 26, 2015 District 4 East will be traveling to Winder GA meeting at the Top Dawg Tavern at 1pm for lunch. 4 
East members will be meeting at 11:30 at the QT on Winters Chapel Road for the ride to Top Dawg Tavern. Saturday, 
August 1, 2015 is the next Board of Directors meeting at AP’s Hideway in Macon GA. Plan to attend if your schedule 
allows.Rally in the Mountains Raffle, September 19-20, 2015, will be held in Helen, GA. We need volunteers! Contact 
David Neal if you can help out.   
 
Legislative – There is discussion about re-districting some of the ABATE districts. With a number of Districts no longer 
functioning there has been talk about collapsing some districts into others. District 4 East voted on this issue, and voted 
to reject the re-districting proposal.  
 
Our 50/50 drawing was won by Bryan Smith. Thanks Bryan for participating 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm. Next ABATE District 4 East meeting scheduled for 7pm, Wednesday 8/5/15at Con-
fetti’s in Norcross GA. Come out and find out what’s happening in ABATE District 4 East. 
 

District Four West 
July 2015 
Well, Congratulations, District Four West members.  You have done it.  4W was the first of the districts to have  been broken out 
from the parent district—our reason was due  to  the time to cover the distance to make meetings at the Zoo on Indian Trail.  And 
this was in 1996 (or 1997).  We proved ourselves to be a viable District for many years, having survived (sometimes barely) many 
moves – from Bonz, to Howard’s, to Timbers, to Reid’s Deli, to FatCats, to B 3s.  And now we are no more.  There is more to being 
a member than just paying annual dues; actually showing up at events, and  participating  in district and state activities is expected 
from each of us. 
To be a district, a group must have a District Coordinator,  a Treasurer and one other officer.  District 4West lost its last DC in May; 
our Treasurer has been absent in body for about 4 months before that.  Our meeting participation has dropped with each move 
(except when the FatCat was feeding us for free) to  two at the most recent meeting (2 July).  We tried meeting at Twin Peaks in 
Kennesaw in June; a past member showed up at a specific request; one current member who had not been to any meetings since 
Reid’s was able to show up.  He made the sixth member. 
District Four West will be absorbed into District Four East, to be known as District Four.   
Unfortunately, we are not the only district to be absorbed.  Major district changes are going to be made  to try to join the districts 
which are inactive (but not closed) with  districts  close to them.  It may mean that longer travel is necessary to attend district meet-
ings.  Since many members of Four West could/would not make the effort to go to local meetings, we are/will be forced to travel to 
Confetti’s in Norcross for our meetings.  And anticipating the time needed to  cross Atlanta.   
To those of you who say:  What has ABATE done for me lately?  I have this answer.  We were able to get one bill to the Governor’s 
desk. It (SB 76) would have allowed two-wheeled vehicles to turn left against a red light that would not change.  This bill also would 
have amended the mandatory handlebar height to eliminate its 15” maximum.     SB76 got further  than any other bill supported by 
ABATE in 14 years.  And even though many people (10,000 plus) had called the Governor’s office to request he sign the bill, he did 
not.  We have to remember that he is, after all, a politician. The bill that did not get to the Governor’s desk would have allowed for 
Lane Filtering.  Maybe had we had more people call the Governor’s office, and sending e-mails we could have had success.  That the 
bills got so far as they did was due in large part  to the efforts of Joey Brush.  ((He will be missed.)) 
This will most likely be the last time I sign this as 
Respectfully submitted, Ann F Turner. 
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District News 
District Six—Two 
 
July 2, 2015 
 
The meeting was brought to order at 6:40pm. Steve led the pledge. Wade led the prayer. 
 
Secretary Report – Cindy read the meeting minutes from June.  Motion to accept as read, seconded and approved.  
 
Treasurer Report – Ralph gave the report. Motion to accept, seconded and approved. 
 
District Coordinator – Gary – Swap meet July 11th has been postponed.  ABATE event “Rally on the Mountain”, in Helen GA, Sep-
tember 19th& 20th.  
 
Activities Director – JoLynn – Great day at Jeri’s Cycle Craft, Thank you Jeri for allowing us to have a booth at his annual customer 
appreciation event.  Benefit Ride for Michael Reed who is disabled and in need of a new van, August 2 Twilight Bar & Grill, kick-
stands up at 3pm. Infidels MC of Alabama is having an open party Saturday July 11th. Live muis and adult entertainment Daleville, 
AL.  Also, July 11th 9am Republican party meeting at Golden Coral.  Southern Cruisers meets the 2nd Tuesday of each Month at 
7pm.  July 10th Cosmic Gypsies will play at Twlight.  
 
Legislative Director- Reb.Government working on upgrade how helmets are made to make sure of safety.  Reb suggest we use our 
motorcycle awareness videos for educations.  It was suggested we run the video at Twilight.  Confederation of Clubs meeting in 
Texas was discussed.  Part of our job is to educate people about motorcyclist and laws.   
 
Membership – Davina – We currently have 50 members, 15 renewals, 2 new.  There are 7 officers present, 12 members and 6 guest 
present.   
 
Sargent at Arms – Steve – There was discussion of a raid at Steele Horse in Athens associated with “gangs”  Government thinks mo-
torcyclist are in gangs. There was discussion about the media calling clubs “gangs”.  There was also discussion about helmet testing.   
 
Old Business – need someone to work the booth and video equipment at Twilight Thursday, July 9th.   
 
New Business – Election of new officers coming up.  Be prepared with nominations at the next meeting.   New ABATE 6-2 T-Shirts 
are available.  Great new eagle on the back $15. 
 
Newsletter – Linda – Please submit stories and pictures. 
 
A Motion was made to have a public FaceBook account with the newsletter to more informative.  There was discussin and this was 
tabled until the next meeting. 
 
Supporter of the Month – Jeri’s Cycle Craft. 
 
Adjourned 7:40pm. 

District Thirteen 
July 
Greetings from the Watermelon Capitol of the World! 
 
What a wonderful 4th of July weekend we had at the KOA Campground in Wenona Georgia off exit 97 of I75. The commendations 
were so nice D13 agreed to have them as our sponsor for the month. Even though it rained the majority of the weekend it was nice to 
have fellowship with members, old and new. Dennis and Ann hosted the chow station and lots of stories were told around the imagi-
nary campfire. Fireworks were enjoyed later in the evening. 
 
Several members of D13 were present for our meeting on Sunday July 5th at the Campground. Before the meeting a wonderful meal 
was enjoyed by all prepared by Ms. Ann and a few other ladies. Our DC, Dennis Crenshaw opened the meeting at 2 pm and Brother 
Earl the Pearl Perry, led us in prayer. The previous minutes were read and approved. Our August 2nd meeting will be held at the 
Lamplighter Pub in Tifton. This was arranged so that members living in Tifton may want to start coming to the meetings again. 
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Earl gave the Treasurer report. $189 from our BBQ fundraiser was sent to the state. (Yay!) 
 
James gave a thorough overview of state and federal legislative happenings. It is important to note that ABATE is organizing a coali-
tion of people from around the state to go to the State Capitol to visit and discuss our issues with our representatives. After all, isn't 
this what we are all about? Besides having fun, I mean. 
 
Activities Director Earl Perry reminded everyone about our next meeting location in Tifton, The Lamplighter Pub is located at 1803 
Hwy 41N. Meeting time is still 2 PM. The Rally in the Mountains and Swap Meet will be September 19th and 20th in Helen GA. This 
is the same week as the Bainbridge Bikefest. The Angel City Fall Rally is October 7th through the 11th and we will do the bike show 
again, so volunteer to help if you please. We are tentatively scheduling our November Toy Run and Food Drive for around the first 
weekend of that month. We will discuss this again at our next meeting. 
 
Dennis said the Andersonville ride is October 3rd. Please come and join the parade of motorcycles. A ride to Murphy Tennessee was 
also discussed. Ride up there one day and back the other. It was decided to wait until after the August BOD meeting to set a date. 
That way we can work around other activities that may be going in the other districts or the state. (Note: If any other districts are 
going that way give us a holler.) We also discussed participating in certain Christmas parades and this will be brought up in the next 
meeting. 
 
Membership Director, Ms Ann, reported that District 13 is continuing to grow! Because she is also the State Membership Director, 
please contact her if you have any membership issues, ie need a pin, etc. She also reminded everyone that the State BOD meeting is 
August 1st. The July Swapmeet for the state was canceled and we may have it in November. 
 
Dennis mentioned that redistricting will be brought up at the BOD meeting. He asked for viewpoints from our members. There were 
plenty and a “vote” was voted on. He urged members to volunteer to work at the September Rally in the Mountains Swap Meet. He 
still has raffle tickets available for the Landmann USA Smokey Mountain 26 inch electric smoker and the 1500 lb ATV and Motor-
cycle Torin Jack. They are $5 a piece or $20 for 5. The ABATE Motorcycle Safety signs are available also. 
 
Dennis asked the group if they wanted to have our July 4th event at KOA Campground next year and everyone agreed. Because 2016 
is a leap year the 4th will be on a Monday so our dates for July will be July 2nd and 3rd. It was agreed upon by the group and the 
campsites will be reserved. 
 
Ride Safe! 
Sheila George, D13 Secretary 

District News 

NEW GEORGIA GUN LAW 

Chuck Watwood 

Lawbike.com 770-650-0016 

 

 
HB492 was signed into law on May 6, 2015 and became law on July 1, 2015.HB492 clarifies that certain gov-
ernment buildings are off limits only to those who do not hold a valid Georgia Weapons License (GWL) and 
clarifies that carrying within 150′ of a polling place is off limits ONLY when an election is taking place.  Fur-
thermore, it clarifies that the Probate Judge cannot require a fingerprint background check when the holder has 
a valid GWL, regardless of the county the GWL was issued.  (The Judges were requiring a background check 
for any license that was not originally issued in their county).  Additionally, the new law allows for school sys-
tems to decide punishment for any weapon carried to school by a student with the exception of firearms, dan-
gerous weapons or machine guns or unless weapons defined as such in 16-11-127.1 are used in an assault.  The 
new law also clarifies part of the definition of service in the Armed Forces when it comes to issuing a GWL to 
somebody who is at least 18 years old but not yet 21 years old.  The definition now includes active duty or re-
serve in the United States Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard, National Guard, Georgia Army Na-
tional Guard, and Georgia Air National Guard.  The general consensus on the new law is that it either expands 
or more clearly defines the rights of gun owners in Georgia and as such this law was supported by local gun 
rights organization GeorgiaCarry.org. 
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ATLANTA OFFICE: 1201 Peachtree St. NE   |   400 Colony Square, Suite 200   |   Atlanta, Georgia 30361  
AUGUSTA OFFICE: 631 Ronald Reagan Drive   |   Suite 102   |   Evans, Georgia 30809  

(800) ON-A-BIKE 
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American Bikers Active Toward Education 
 Post Office Box 116 Austell GA, 30168 Tel 770-884-7138 

www.abatega.org 

Supporter_____ 
Sponsor_______ 
 

 
 

 
Business____________________________________________ 
 

Address_____________________________________________ 
 

City,State, Zip_________________________________________ 

 

Business Phone_______________________________________ 
 

Business web site______________________________________ 
 

Discount Percent offered________________________________ 

 

District located in_______ Application taken by ___________________ 
 

Date of Application _________________    Years of Term____ 
 

Notes______________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________________ 
 

Please turn in to your DC with a Check made out to ABATE of Georgia. 

The Supporters Program 
 
Business Support Member Program 
 
Any business that wishes to offer a discount on goods or services to an ABATE of Georgia mem-
ber may have a listing in the monthly newsletter in the Supporter section. This listing will show 
business name, address, phone number, web site, district Number and discount amount offered. No 
Logos or other info. 
The cost to be listed is $25.00 per year. The Business Support member will receive an ABATE 
membership Easel and 2 Decals showing they offer a discount along with one full year of being 
listed. 
Any Business that is owned by an ABATE of Georgia member will receive this for $15.00  

 

Business Sponsor Member Program 
 
Any Business that wishes to be a Sponsor and offer a discount on goods or services to an ABATE 
of Georgia members may have a listing in the monthly newsletter in the Sponsor Section. This 
listing will show the business name, address, phone number, web site, district number and discount 
amount offered in large bold type. No Logos etc. 
The cost for this is $100.00 per year. The Sponsor will receive an ABATE membership easel, 2 
decals showing membership, a discount of 5% on any additional advertising in the newsletter. 
Any business owned by an ABATE of Georgia member will receive this for $75.00. 
As a thank you to those business’s that allow us to meet there we will run their info in the Sponsor 
section FREE for as long as a district meets there. 

An individual or Business that provides more than $100.00 in goods or services to ABATE of 

Georgia will be listed in the Honor Roll section 
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A.B.A.T.E. Of Georgia Sponsors and Supporters 
These Businesses contribute to ABATE  and  offer discounts to ABATE members 

Mitchell’s Automotive and Truck Repair 
4281 Interstate Drive, Macon, Ga 31210 
(478) 477-6403 

Weathers Honda  
1808 Vernon Road LaGrange GA 30240 
Phone: 706.884.7327 Fax: 706.884.3827  

Mountain Motorsports 
899 Iris Dr. S.E. Conyers GA 30094 
Phone: 770.761.4800 Fax: 770.761.4900  
http://www.mtn-motorsportsnorth.com/ 

Horizon Motorsports 
858 Davis Drive Southeast  Conyers, GA 30094  
(770) 785-7253  
www.horizonsmotorsports.com/  

Town Creek Food Shop 
3061 Upper River Rd, Macon, Ga, 31211 
(478) 751-9393 

Al’s Appliance and Refrigeration 
600 Ridly Avenue, Lagrange, Ga, 30240 
(706) 884-5484 

Clothing to Fit People 
5415 Austell-Powder Springs Rd, Austell, Ga, 30106 
(770) 941-1142 

Tom’s Place 
461 Old Mill Place, Cartersville, Ga, 30120 
(770) 386-7755 

Katies’ Too Southern FBuffet Restaurant 
614 Lincoln St, Lagrange, Ga, 30240 
(706) 882-1222 www.katiestoo.com Free Drink with Buffet 

Auto Tek Customs 
6041 North Henry Blvd Suite A, Stockbridge, Ga 30281 
(770) 474-4636  

Your Leather Loft 
968 Hiram—Douglasville Hwy, Hiram Ga, 30141 
(770) 439-0550 

Cycle World of Athens  
4225 Atlanta Highway  Bogart, GA 30622 
(706) 548-3300  www.cycleworldathens.com 

ProLeather & Associates  
411 Maxham Road, Suite 1600  
(770) 948-1285   www.Proleather&Team.com  

Freedom Powersports Kennesaw 
3102 Cobb Parkway NW, Kennesaw, Ga, 30152 
(770) 974 - 6000 www.freedompowersports.net 

Holly’s Hometown Insurance 
2955 Buford Hwy Duluth, Ga 30096 
(770) 476 - 9300  
10% discount on Insurance to ABATE of Ga. Members 

Helmet Hairdoos 
678-227-8861 
helmethairdoos@yahoo.com 

Blueberry Hill 
1550 C Dean Forrest Rd. Garden City, Ga 
(912) 964-8401 www.blueberryhillbar.com 

Patricia Cantaline—Avon Representative 
(912) 748-5266 www.youravon.com/pcantaline 
Free Shipping on orders over $30.00, order online only 

Connie  Zbikowski, American Family Insurance 
2107 Highway 42 N. Suite A, Jenkinsburg, GA.  30234  
(770) 504-9500 
 http://insurance-agency.amfam.com/GA/connie-zbikowski/ 

Brown’s Camping Sales 
9726 Tara Boulevard, Jonesboro, Georgia  30236 
http://www.brownscamping.com   770-477-7718 

Cycle Nation of Mcdonough 
755 Industrial Blvd, McDonough, GA 30253 
http://www.cyclenationofmcdonough.com   770-957-7404 

Motorhead’s Bar and Grill  
650 Macon Steet,  McDonough, GA 30253 
http://www.motorheadsbarandgrill.com (770) 898-0008 

Brian Andrews, state Farm Insurance  
1748 HWY 81 E,McDonough, GA 30252  
(770) 288-4900  
www.brianandrewsinsurance.com  

Powersports Plus 
3006 Kensington Ct., Albany, Ga, 31721 
 (229) 432-2015 www.powersportsplus.com 

Hamburger Mikes 
402 Hwy 155 South McDonough, Ga, 30253 
(678) 759-2545 www.hamburgermikes.com 

Griffin Jewelers Inc. 
1435 N. Expressway Suite 101, Griffin, Ga, 30223 
(770) 227-1157 griffinjewelers@bellsouth.net 

Renegade Classics 
4965 Lanaier Islands Pkwy, Suite101, Buford, Ga,30518 
(770) 904-5944 www.renegadeclassics.com 

Georgia Bob’s Barbecue 
4921 Riverside Dr. Macon, Ga 31210 
478-257-6710  
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A.B.A.T.E. Of Georgia Sponsors and Support-
Page two 

Georgia Pest Control Company 
385 Hwy 30 W Americus, GA 31719 
(229) 924-7774  

Cross Road Choppers 
3321 US 84 W Suite F 
Tifton, GA 31793  (229) 387-6563  

Marty McDonald  State Farm Insurance 
925 MLK Blvd 
Americus, GA 31719   (229) 928 3686  

Page two 

Robert Anderson Windows 
100 Elm Street 
Milner, Ga, 30257 (404) 877 2119 

Mike's Custom Cycles, 
409 Old Augusta Rd. 
Sparta, Ga  (706) 444-5838  

The Bike Stop of Cleveland 
32 Industrial Way 
Cleveland, Ga, 30528 (706) 865 4506 www.thebikestopga.com 

Cycle World of Athens  
4225 Atlanta Hwy, Bogart, GA 30622 
(706) 548-3300 
www.cycleworldathens.com  
 
Street and Trail Motorsports 
4277 Washington Rd, Evans, GA 30809 
(706) 868-5050 
www.streetandtrail.com  

ABATE of Georgia Dealership Partners 

Augusta Harley Davidson 
4200 Belair Frontage Rd, Augusta, GA 30909 
(706) 651-0444  
www.augustahd.com  

Warhill cycles 
61 Matheson Drive 
Dawsonville, GA 30534 (678) 928-1054  
http://warhillcycles.com/ 

Proposed Constitutional Amendment  
OLD Article Four subsection III: 
If any State Officer is removed, resigns, or for some other reason the position becomes vacant, the re-
maining State Officers  will appoint a person, without voting privileges, to fill the position until the 
next scheduled Board of Directors’ meeting.   Depending upon the Board of Director’s approval, the 
appointed person will become a confirmed State Officer, entitled to  vote.  

 Shall be modified as follows: 
NEW 

Upon a State Officer resigning from his or her post or if a State position becomes vacant for any rea-
son, it will be the duty of the Board of Directors to locate and appoint an officer prior to the next  
Scheduled Board of Directors meeting following the vacating of said State Officer position. If the 
Board cannot locate and appoint a  suitable Candidate prior to the close of the second Board of Direc-
tors meeting after  the position is open, then the position will expire and be removed from the Consti-
tution and bylaws effective the close of that Board of Directors meeting. 
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“ 

1W:  

Dari Dip 

 302 West Villanow Street, LaFayette, GA          

1: 

Logan’s Roadhouse  
2140 East Walnut Avenue  Dalton, GA 30721 
 

2:  

El Jinete Mexican Restaurant 
345 W. Louise Street (Historic Hwy 441) 
Clarkesville, GA 30523  
 
Chattahoochee Biker Gear 
8610 N Main St,   Helen, GA 30545 
 
3  

The Watering hole in Villa Rica 

123 Tri County Plaza, Villa Rica, GA  

4E:  

Confetti’s Bar and Grill,    
6470 Spalding Dr., Norcross, GA   
20% Discount with your ABATE card 
 
 

4W: 

B3's Bar and Grill, at 2523 Veterans Memorial High-
way , Austell, Ga 
 
6 : 

The Grove Bar and Grill 
4681 Bill Gardner Pkwy., Locust Grove. 
 
5 :  

Thomas’ Country Buffet,  
4122 Emory St NW, Covington, GA 30014  

5N:  

Cycle World of Athens 
4225 Atlanta Highway, Athens, Ga 
 

6/2:  

Jekyll and Hyde's,  HWY 29 North,  
Newnan, Ga  
 
6/3: 

Johnnys Pizza, 494 Crosstown Drive,  
Peachtree City  
 

7:  

AP's Hidden Hideaway 
4274 Broadway, Macon, GA  
 

8: 

Road Runner Cafe, 2508 Peach Orchard Rd. (Rt. 25), 
Augusta, Ga 
 
9:  

Player’s 
 1500 54th Street, Columbus, GA  
 

11:  

VFW Post 660, 
5115 Ogeechee Rd, Savannah, GA 31405 
 

 

12: 

Mr. Chicks Chicken 
1125 US84, Cairo Ga. 
 

13: 

Henry Elrod Center 
100 Washington Ave., Ashburn, GA 
US41 at Georgia 112  
15:  

Toucan’s Ale house 
2450 Perry Lane Road  Brunswick, GA 31525  

   Please visit our District Sponsors 

Members, Districts, Businesses & Supporters with your donation of $100 or more you become an Honor 
Roll Member of A.B.A.T.E. of Georgia!  As always your generosity and support is appreciated. 
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A.B.A.T.E. of Georgia, Inc. Membership Application       0209 
Membership Dues:  Single $30, Couple $50, Junior $10 (Juniors must be 15 years old or younger) 
Make check or money order payable to A.B.A.T.E. of Georgia, Inc., or enter credit card information under your signature.   
Send to A.B.A.T.E. of Georgia, Inc., PO Box 116 Austell, GA 30168 
 
NAME____________________________________________________DOB____/____/____    NEW    OR    RENEW 
 
NAME____________________________________________________DOB____/____/____    NEW    OR    RENEW 
 
ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY_________________________________________________ STATE__________ ZIP__________________ 
 
COUNTY_________________________________DISTRICT________PHONE (______) ___________________ 
 
OCCUPATION_____________________________REFERRED BY_____________________________________ 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(OPTIONAL)  LEGISLATIVE DONATION     $10 _____________     OTHER  ____________    MAIL PIN (S) $3 ___________ 
 
I agree to comply with A.B.A.T.E. rules for sanctioned motorcycle activities. I understand that all benefits become effective upon receipt of my 
membership card. I agree not to hold A.B.A.T.E. responsible for accidents that may occur at sanctioned events. Membership dues and donations 
are NOT  tax deductible for federal income tax purposes. 
 
APPLICANT SIGNATURE___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

PAY BY CREDIT CARD ON WWW.ABATEGA.ORG  Prefer to register and pay online? 
 

http://www.abatega.org/join.htm 

IF YOU ARE A MOTORCYCLE ENTHUSIAST—JOIN TODAY! 
 

Your membership entitles you to our monthly newsletter, admission discounts at most A.B.A.T.E. 
events, discounts at bike shops throughout the state who support our ideals, a patch and pin for new 
members, and a year pin for renewals. Help protect your right to ride! Fill out the application below. 

NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 

U. S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

AUSTELL, GA 

PERMIT NO. 15 


