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 Fighting for the rights and education of  every Georgia  motorcyclist 

July 2015 

 

Not a member? JOIN RIGHT NOW, flip this 

newsletter over! 

National Motorcycle news from the 

AMA, NCOM and the MRF , pg 18 
District News, find out what’s going on in 

your local ABATE district on pg 26 

Eric Shumans from the Christian  

Motorcyclists Association weighs in on 

the  motorcycles and spirituality on pg  

17 

The new ABATE of Georgia T-Shirts 

are in stock, check out the designs on pg 

6 and get your district orders in! 

District Five has returned! Meetings are  at 2:00pm on the Third Sunday of the 

month at Thomas’ Country Buffet,  4122 Emory St NW, Covington, GA 30014  

Chuck Watwood  brings us summer riding 

tips to keep your ride comfortable on those 

hot summer days on pg 7 

SWAP MEET FLYERS! Starting on pg  

10 

Find out about your local ABATE events 

in July and August on pg 14 
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A.B.A.T.E. of Georgia, Inc. All rights reserved.  This newsletter is published 
monthly and distributed throughout the state of Georgia as well as to other 
motorcycle  organizations nationwide.  A.B.A.T.E. of Georgia accepts no re-
sponsibility for the  comments or opinions from reprinted materials contained 
within this publication.  We welcome your news, opinions, comments, com-
plaints, and suggestions on  Motorcycle related issues.  All  articles must in-
clude your name and address. We do not accept slanderous, accusing letters; 
profanities (photographic or written); non-A.B.A.T.E.   related letters.  
A.B.A.T.E. of Georgia reserves the right to refuse or edit any article, photo, 
letter, or advertisement that is decided is not in the best interest of the organiza-
tion or its members. 

STATE OFFICE ADDRESSES 

www.abatega.org 
(Mailing Address)   ABATE OF GEORGIA, INC. 

P.O.  BOX  116 

Austell, GA 30168 

Phone:    (770) 881-7438 

Fax:    (770) 234-4177 

 

ABATE OF GEORGIA STATE OFFICERS  2012-2014 Term 

State Director   
Ned Williams  (404) 324 –2037 
E-mail  state.director@abatega.org 
 
Legislative Director 
Brad  Coulston (706) 833-5539 
E-mail   legislative.director@abatega.org  
  
Treasurer         
Gary Bonds  (404) 915-8778 
Email:  treasurer@abatega.org 
 
Membership Director    
Ann Crenshaw (229) 924-7449 
Email  membership@abatega.org 
 
Sgt. At Arms 
Dave Woodruffe 678-778-9646 
Email:  sgt.arms@abatega.org  
 
Activities Director 
David Neal  (678_ 770-9188 
Email:  activities.director@abatega.org 
 
State  Secretary    
Ann Turner  (770) 881-7438 
Email   secretary@abatega.org 
 
 
Director of Education  
Chris Carr  (678) 896-5909 
Email:  education.director@abatega.org 
 
Webmaster  
Bill Mattison   webmaster@abatega.org 
 
A.B.A.T.E. Legal  Advisor  
Steve Murrin   (404)  221-0777  
Email:  smurrin@murrinandwallace.com 
 
A.B.A.T.E. Tax Advisor          
 James F. Trucks (404)  307-2541 
 
A.B.A.T.E.  State Chaplin 
 Mike Cook   (229) 268-4455 

Ads Must Be Received in digital format or ready to scan by the 10th of the month, accompanied by 
full payment, to be printed in the next issue.  Credit card payments are welcome. Ads must be paid in 
advance to receive the multiple ad discount rate.  If you wish, we can lay out your ad for you for an 
additional $25 charge plus any reasonable costs. Additional charges and services offered at the discre-

tion of the editor.  Please allow additional lead time for all ads that we must lay out. 

Payment must be received in advance for ad renewals.  If not you will lose the discounted multiple ad 
rate and the account will revert back to monthly prices.  Make your check or money order payable to 

A.B.A.T.E. of Georgia, Inc.  Send to: 

A.B.A.T.E. OF GEORGIA, INC. 

P.O.  BOX  116 

Austell, GA 30168 

 

 
Call the State Office  @ 770-881-7438 for more info. 
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ATTENTION 

ABATE OF GEORGIA 

MEMBERS 

 

If you have had trouble 

with your member card, a  

pin or a patch 
A  hotline has been set up to make 

sure your issue is addressed 

 

Please call the membership hotline 

At 

(678) 753-6018 
(The hotline is monitored during business hours 7 days a week. Calls made after hours will be returned the next business day 
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Some of A.B.A.T.E.’s accomplishments over the years: 

• Successfully lobbied for legislation that created the Georgia 

Motorcycle Safety Program (GMSP), our state’s rider education 
program that is available to all. 

• Lobbied to have legislation passed to modify the existing manda-

tory helmet law to allow adults age 21 and older freedom of choice 
as to the wearing of a helmet. 

• Successfully lobbied for legislation leading to the repeal of the 

Georgia law prohibiting use of speakers or headphones while riding 
a motorcycle. 

• Fought and stopped legislation introduced in the 1992 Session of 

the  Georgia General Assembly that would have made it illegal for 
kids age 10 and under to ride as passengers on motorcycles. 

• Established May as “Motorcycle Awareness and You” month 

through a   proclamation signed by the Governor and through 
resolutions passed by the Senate and House each year.  This is an 
annual effort that raises public awareness of motorcycles. 

• Successfully lobbied legislators to approve increased funding for 

the Georgia Motorcycle Safety Program, in the amount of 
$170,000 after the license tag rate was raised on all vehicles to 
$20.   

• Successfully stopped proposed legislation that would have 

increased the size of motorcycle tags. 

• Successfully lobbied for handicapped tags for motorcycles without 

further enabling legislation, by bringing it to the attention of the 
Department of Revenue that the code section was written in such 
a way that it was already authorized. 

• Successfully lobbied for antique tags for motorcycles in the 1998 

legislative session. 

• Established a 15 District organization that has led to more 

participation locally, while raising our membership statewide.  The 
more members we have, means the more clout we have at the 
State Capitol. 

• Sponsor and promote the largest Swap Meet/Bike Show in 

Georgia, 5 times a year. 

• Successfully forced prosecution of a trucker who, while making an 

illegal turn, killed fellow motorcyclist Mark Bonner. 

• Successfully lobbied to pass the “Frank-Lee” (ROW) bill to enhance 

penalties to those who cause death or serious injury to a 
motorcyclists by failing to yield the right of way. 

• Successfully lobbied to pass the “Tag/Title” bill SB-437  that allows 

for registration of kit/assembled bikes. Signed by Governor Purdue 
May 14, 2008. 

 
 
 

Your benefits as a member of A.B.A.T.E. of Georgia: 

Organized lobbying of State and Federal legislators to make your 
views on motorcyclist rights known to your Representatives. 
Current information on all motorcycle related legislation and where 
your legislators stand on the issues that affect your motorcycling 
rights and  freedoms. 
Monthly newsletter with legislative updates, event dates and 
places, and information 
Membership card, patch, and one year pin for new members.  
Yearly pin for renewals. 
Admission discounts at most A.B.A.T.E. events around the state, 
including ALL State Swap Meets.  
Discounts at many motorcycle shops and dealers around the state 
Personal satisfaction of joining your brothers and sisters in pro-
moting the great sport of motorcycling while supporting your right to 
ride by participation at State and District meetings, toy runs, blood 
drives, camp-outs, bike shows, swap meets, etc. 
Spiritual consultation with the Christian Motorcycle Association 
(CMA) for ride prayers, weddings, and visitation. 
 

A.B.A.T.E. OF GEORGIA, Inc.  IS A TEAM EFFORT 
WE WELCOME ALL RIDERS, ALL BRANDS 

WHAT IS  

A.B.A.T.E. OF GEORGIA, Inc.? 
 

The letters “A.B.A.T.E.” stand for 
American Bikers Active Toward Educa-
tion.  A.B.A.T.E. is composed of motor-
cyclists from all areas of the state, from 
all walks of life, and who ride all makes 
of bikes.  A.B.A.T.E. is not a club, it is a 
non-partisan politically active organiza-
tion working on motorcyclist’s rights.  
We are affiliated with national rights 
groups like the American Motorcy-
clist Association (AMA), the Motorcy-
cle Riders Foundation (MRF) and the 
National Coalition of Motorcyclists 
(NCOM). 
 
Our main focus is to keep motorcy-
cle legislation in its proper perspec-
tive.  Many restrictive laws are enacted 
by uninformed legislators.  A.B.A.T.E.’s 
goal is to keep our lawmakers informed 
of our members collective position on 
Motorcyc le  re la ted leg is l a t ion .  
Preventing unfair legislation from be-
coming law is easier than fighting to get 
the law repealed. 
 
Rider education and public aware-
ness of motorcyclists are goals of 
A.B.A.T.E..  We are not against the 
wearing of helmets, and we encourage 
all riders to ride safely.  An informed and 
educated rider is a safer rider.  Helmet 
laws do nothing to prevent an accident, 
and a helmet only provides the  illusion 
of safety, while rider education is 
proven to prevent accidents and save 
lives. 
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District Coordinator Contact Information 

 

District 1st Name Last Name Phone # EMAIL 

1 Dennis Warren  706-270-4406 denbie51@msn.com 

1W Frank Chaney  706-694-8626  sgt.baldy@windstream.net 

2 Anthony G Love 706-499-4672 alove@windstream.net 

3 Dave Woodruffe 678-778-9646 djwoodruffe@gmail.com 

4E Wayne Davis 404-935-2118 hdchopperwd@aol.com  

4W     

5     

5-N Allen Kennedy 770-231-4824  abatega5north@gmail.com  

6 Bobby  Bass 678-315-8845  

6-2 Gary Allen 404-324-1244 abaterider@yahoo.com 

7 Leigh Jester   478-319-4013    eagle58@windstream.net     

8 Nancy James 706-592-1015 dubljblythe@netzero.net 

9 Cyndi Griffith 706-332-7675 smithscop@ctvea.net 

11 David Jackson 912-441-7586 badrodz55@yahoo.com 

12 Dez Harris 229-206-0481 desmond556@gmail.com 

13 Dennis Crenshaw 229-924-7449 dc-13-abatega@hotmail.com> 

15     

New ABATE of Georgia T Shirts are in, Colors are Black and Various colors,  Districts SHOULD purchase 
shirts from the State office, contact David Neal for more information. (678) 770-9188 
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A.B.A.T.E. of Georgia District Boundaries 
 

6/2:1st Tues-
day of the 
month at 7PM 
@Jekyll and 
Hyde's, 10 
The Blvd 
HWY 29 
North, New-
nan  

6 :1st Tuesday 
of the month 
at 7:00 PM at 
The Grove Bar 
and Grill, 
4681 Bill 
Gardner 
Pkwy., 

9: 1st Tuesday 
of the month at 
7:30 PM at 
Player’s on 54th 
St. Columbus. 

4E : 1st Wednesday of the Month 7PM,  Con-
fetti’s Bar and Grill,   6470 Spalding Dr. 
Norcross, GA 30092-4656  

4W :1st Thursday of the 
Month B3 bar and grill, 
Austell, Ga 

2: 2:00pm the first Sunday of each month 

David's Garage 60 
6211 Thompson Bridge Road 
Dahlonega, GA 30533 

13:   Meets 1st Sunday of Month 
@2PM at The Henry T. Elrod 
Welcome Center 100 Washing-
ton Ave. Ashburn, Ga, US 41 at 
GA 112 

15: Meets 4th Thursday of the 
month at Toucans Ale House, 
@7PM, 2450 Perry Lane Road, 
Brunswick, 31525  

11: 2nd 
Sunday 
3:00PM 
VFW Post 
660, 5115 
Ogeechee 
Rd, Savan-
nah, GA 
31405 

8: 4th Thursday of the 
month @ 7:00 p.m. at 
Side Track Bar and Grill 

4029 Washington 
Rd., Martinez, GA 
30907  

5N: third Tuesday of the month  7PM  at Cycle 

World 4225 Atlanta Highway ,Athens 
Ga  

1W: The Fourth Monday of each month at the 
Dari Dip on Villanow St. Lafayette. Meeting 
starts at 6:30pm 

1:1st Tuesday of the month at the 
Logan’s Roadhouse 2140 East Walnut 

Avenue  Dalton, GA  

7: 1st Sunday of 
the month at 2:00 
PM at AP's Hidden 
Hideaway on 
Broadway in 
Macon  

5 2:pm  the Third Sunday of the month, 
Thomas’ Country Buffet,  4122 Emory St 
NW, Covington, GA 30014  

3  The Watering hole ,Tri 
County Plaza 451 W 
Bankhead HWY Villa 
Rica 1st  Sunday of each 
month at 2:00 pm 

12:   Meets Last Saturday of 
Month @2PM at  Mr. Chicks 
Chicken, 1125 US.84 Cairo, Ga 
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Proposed Redistricting. 

At the May Board of Directors meeting, the Board suggested that rather than con-

tinue to  wait for closed districts to reopen on their own, that ABATE of Georgia 

should absorb these closed districts into our functioning districts. As of the writing 

of this newsletter, the following districts are currently inactive or do not have the 

required officers to remain open.  

 

Three, Four West, Eight, Ten, Twelve, and Fourteen 

 

While the status of these districts  may change before the August Board of Direc-

tors meeting a set of proposed changes will be sent to current District Coordinators 

for their discussion  in order to satisfy the desires of the Board of Directors as ex-

pressed at the May 2015 BOD meeting, any changes made to district boundaries 

will require the of the full BOD at the next meeting in August of 2015. Changes 

will be made to remove the following problems  

1)Inactive districts 

2) Blank areas of the State map not represented by open districts 

3) Non sequential (out of order) District numbers. 

 
Concerned ABATE members should make a point to attend their July meeting to discuss 

this matter. 

STAY COOL IN THE SUMMER HEAT 

         Chuck Watwood   
LawBike.com 770-650-0016 

 

We all enjoy living in the South for relatively mild winters, but that means we have to endure some brutal summer 
weather! These tips can help you keep cool while riding in the hot Georgia sun. 
1. STAY COVERED. Ever notice how the locals on a tropical island are covered head to toe? Only sweaty tourists go 
out wearing shorts and a tank top in the blazing sun. Riding a bike through hot air is like standing in front of a blow dryer. 
Cover up, or you’ll end up well done. Don’t forget plenty of sunscreen for any exposed skin. 
2. HYDRATE YOUR CLOTHING. Soak your clothes before you hit the road. And if you can’t water down everything, 
then pay special attention to your neck. A damp bandana can make a big difference. 
3. VENT, VENT, VENT.Make controlled airflow your friend—especially through your helmet, gloves, and jacket. Look for 
clothing with vents you can zip open. Even better are nylon mesh jackets with removable cold-weather liners. 
4. HYDRATE YOURSELF. If your bike runs low on fluids, it seizes up. So do you. Your brain will shrink to a walnut and 
start rattling around in your skull. Well, maybe not, but the poor decisions that follow will make it feel like it did!And this 
means water, Powerade, etc. As refreshing as that ice cold beer may be, alcohol will dehydrate you even more. 
5. TAKE FREQUENT BREAKS. Ride with people who are so slow they are getting hit in the back by bugs? While you 
wait, find some shade, take off your helmet, lose the jacket, and drink some water. 
6.IMPROVISE. During your next gas stop, fill your pockets with and packs with ice. It doesn’t take a lot, and you can 
usually get it free from the fountain drink machine. As the ice melts, the water evaporates and takes heat with it. Proba-
bly should stick with nylon jackets for this one. Or, plan ahead and bring along those re-freezable ice packs used in cool-
ers and hide them in your jacket. 
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Ned Williams, State Director  

 

Welcome to July! Summer in Georgia is in full swing and we hope riders are out 

enjoying both the bright summer days and the cool evenings to ride. While the 

Legislative session for Georgia is over, ABATE is far from idle. This month we 

have our July 11 swap meet in Austell, be sure to  check out the flyers just a few 

pages over. We are getting ready for our September Two Day  Swap meet in Helen. 

We are also getting ready for next legislative session. Last month we asked for six 

volunteers and as of the writing of this article not a single member of ABATE has 

stepped forward to help with this newly identified legislative need. This is a sad 

and disappointing turn of events, as the legislative fight is our key focus here at 

ABATE of Georgia. Also this month in response to the request of the Board of Di-

rectors at the May 2015 BOD meeting, we have begun to look at possible re-

districting options for ABATE of Georgia in order to provide coverage to members 

who live in several currently chronically closed districts.  Re-districting is not 

something we can or should take lightly, but the Board wished it, so we are looking 

at it. Make sure you attend your July meeting if this is a subject of importance to 

you. Lastly, I ask every ABATE member to take moment and ask themselves what 

they can be doing that they are not already to help ABATE of Georgia’s cause. Mo-

torcyclists across the country right now are facing discrimination at levels we have 

not seen in the last 50 years, the right for Motorcycle rights is alive now more than 

ever, what can you do to help? 

 

 

 

 

Reminder 

We have identified that the legislative efforts at the capitol will take a team, this 

year we had Joey Brush, Greg Alspach and Brad Coulston each donating time at 

the capitol, next year we think we should double that number to six volunteers so 

that scheduling problems do not hamper our efforts, if you live within an hour’s 

drive of the capitol and you think you can donate 2 to 4 hours a week at the capitol 

let  us know at the state office, you can reach any member of the e-board via our 

contact information on page 2. 
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#1 VETO’D Stop profiling law-abiding citizens VETO’D 

 Help us over turn the Georgia handlebar law, a law  which only serves as a way 

to profile and discriminate against motorcyclists (SB76) 

 

#2  Let a motorcyclist live 

 Help us Support Legislation requiring the teaching of MSF’s  

Intersection kit in  Drivers Education programs across Georgia 

 

#3  VETO’D Let a motorcyclist get home 

 Help us finally pass a sensible law to prevent motorcyclists from being trapped at 

malfunctioning Traffic Signals (SB76) VETO’D 

 

#4   Kill a Motorcyclist, Go to Jail 

 Help us increase the penalties for motorists who kill a motorcyclist 

 

#5 Let a motorcyclist use all of the road 

 Help us pass sensible legislation to let motorcyclists Lane filter 

 

#6 Allow Adults to make their own choices 

 Help bring helmet choice to Georgia 

 

#7 ENDED-End State Sponsored Discrimination against motorcyclists 

  Help us end State sponsored Motorcycle Only Checkpoints-ENDED 

 

HELP US DEFEAT THIS VETO,HELP US TELL THE                     

ANTI-MOTORCYCLE LOBBY  

“NO, THEIR BOTTOM LINE IS NOT AS IMPORTANT  AS OUR 

LIVES!” WE WILL BRING HB166 BACK in 2016! 

The 2015—2016 Legislative Agenda for ABATE of Georgia 
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Events for  July   2015 
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Events for  August   2015 
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A Special offer for ABATE of Georgia Members from Two 
Wheel Adventures 

http://www.twowheeladventures.com 

Call us (678) 896-5909  

Two Wheel Adventures will be offering a class every 
other month. 
Cost per Student is  $125.00 
First class offering starts  Feb 26, 2012 
Students have to ride their own bikes, must have 
a valid motorcycle endorsement 

GET YOUR LICENSE 
 
MSF and Georgia approved training provider 
 
Abate Preferred Provider and Abate member 
 
Official trainer of the Zac Brown Band 
 
2 Locations :  Lakewood Amphitheater  & Fraziers Harley 
Davidson 
 
Classes taught by Chris Carr 
2011 National Middleweight Superbike Champion HTTP/www.garage71.com 
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 
Eric Shumans 

CMA Georgia State Coordinator 

Christian Motorcyclists Association 
Georgia Contacts – Here if you need us! 

State Coordinator – Eric Shumans 912-269-3272 

   East Central Area Rep – Terry Kleeblatt 770-845-9890          Middle Ga. Area Rep – Barry Walker 770-328-0873 

                        North East Area Rep – Cliff Finney 404-578-8073             North Metro Area Rep – Bobby Grimes 678-986-4708 

South West Area Rep – Mark Joiner 229-886-2124          Youth Movement Leader – Dave Wilson – 404-423-1056  

ABATE District – CMA Chapter Presidents 
                        District 1 – Dalton – Vic Reed 706-581-2007                                                            District 7  – Warner Robbins – Bill Gragg 678-423-4330 

                            Ellijay – David McDaniel 706-669-0388                                                 District 8  – Augusta – Kelly Newsome  803-593-5351 

    Lafayette – Eddie Wilson 706-861-4666                                                District 9  – Columbus – Steve Ward 706-615-8574      

District 2 – Blairsville – Gary Radcliff 706-781-6694                                                District 11 – Savannah – Jim Williams 912-349-1496 

  Cleveland – Dennis Jackson 706-974-7001                                                                  Statesboro – George Pollard 912-690-0845 

  Gainesville – Dan Montgomery 678-513-3763                                     District 15 – Brunswick – Ricky Harper 912-258-414  

District 3 – Carrollton – Paul Holder 404-247-3854                                                      Jesup – Larry Madray 912-586-2384  

Cartersville – Cliff Graham 678-576-9606                                                                      St. Marys – Curt Johnson 912-674-3253 

                          Rome – Jamie Howell 706-331-0417 

District 4 – Duluth – Jonathan Landwer 678-895-0717 

     Lawrenceville – Ricky Berry 404-432-7381 

  Marietta – Lee Brooks 770-309-3618 

                        District 5 – Athens – Tracy Allen 706-338-0655 

                                            Conyers – Dennis Savage 678-478-2314 

                                            Loganville – Bruce Darnell 678-407-9414 

                        District 6 – Griffin – Jimmy Dykes 770-567-5994 

                                            Newnan – Riley Guttirrez 770-301-4172 

 
 

If life has not been what you had hoped, why not come home to Jesus? 

If life has not been what you 
had hoped, why not come 

home to Jesus? 

 

As, we celebrate the Fourth of July this month I know that I am so thankful for my freedom and independ-

ence that we have living in this great country.  And, I’m so grateful to all of the men and women who have 

served in our armed forces to ensure that liberty for me.  However, as Christians, it’s seems as though we are 

loosing more and more of those freedoms with each passing day.  So, as we celebrate the 4
th

 of July this year 

I would like to ask each of you to please take a few minutes of your time to pray for this country that our reli-

gious freedoms would continue to be protected and that God would have grace and mercy on us as a nation.  

 

I am most thankful for the freedom that I experience as a Christian.  That freedom was purchased by the 

blood of Jesus Christ and there is no one else who could have or would have paid that price for me.  I know 

that I did not deserve this being done for me but Christ chose to die for me anyway.  So, in spite of all of my 

past failures, mistakes and regrets, I still get to receive the love of my heavenly Father and he forgives me 

and loves me and I am so thankful for that.  And, I know that if he will do it for me then he will certainly do it 

for you too.  All you have to do is believe and receive what Jesus Christ has already done for you and you too 

can experience the most ultimate freedom of all.  God will redeem your past and heal your broken relation-

ships.  He will also give you a new family of believers to show you his love and support.  So, if you’ve not al-

ready done so then I would ask you to please consider asking Jesus to come into your heart or if you’ve al-

ready done so in the past but, because of trials and tribulations you’ve not been living as you should then I 

would ask you to please turn your heart back to Christ where He is waiting and willing with open arms to love 

and forgive you and welcome you home once again to the Kingdom of God. 

 

God Bless! 
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Does the tone of both of these messages seem equal to you?  

We encourage every one of Georgia’s upstanding responsible riders to reach out to the governor and let him 
and his office know how these notably different  messages make you as a rider feel.   

Contact him at 404-656-1776  

Driver’s Manual Rider’s Manual 

National and Regional News  
WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The U.S. Department of Transportation has called for 
additional safety requirements for motorcycle helmets to reduce the use of 
“novelty helmets” that offer little protection in a crash. The DOT proposal includes 
standards for helmet thickness, compression ability and other features. Novelty 
helmets generally cover less head area and are made of less impact-resistant mate-
rial compared to DOT certified helmets, according to the DOT. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Motorcyclist fatalities appear to have dropped for the second straight year, ac-
cording to preliminary 2014 data from the Governors Highway Safety Association. GHSA projects the final 
motorcyclist fatality total for 2014 will be 4,584 – about 1.8 percent less than the 4,668 recorded in 2013. This 
will be the second straight year in which this number has decreased, and the third decrease since 1997. 
GHSA adjusts its numbers to account for underreporting. The report includes preliminary data from each state 
and the District of Columbia for the first nine months of 2014. Compared to the first nine months of 2013, mo-
torcyclist fatalities decreased in 27 states, increased in 19 states, and remained the same in four states plus the 
District of Columbia, according to the report authored by Allan Willams, former chief scientist at the Insurance 
Institute for Highway Safety. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Black Box Privacy Protection Act, introduced by U.S. Reps. Mike Capuano 
(D-Mass.) and Jim Sensenbrenner (R-Wis.), would protect motorcyclists’ rights by requiring manufacturers to 
prominently disclose to consumers whether an event data recorder, commonly known as a black box, is in-
stalled on their motorcycles. 
The bill – H.R. 2526 -- would clarify that the owner of the motorcycle owns the black box data and that the 
data may not be accessed without the permission of the owner.  
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This bill also would require that manufacturers provide consumers with the option of controlling the recording 
function in automobiles or motorcycles that are equipped with black boxes, allowing owners could turn the 
recorder on or off. 
State News  
DOVER, Del. -- The Motorcycle Rider Education Advisory Committee would be continued under State 
Senate Concurrent Resolution 8. The committee must meet at least quarterly to monitor the Motorcycle Rider 
Education Program, assess future needs and recommend program improvements. 
LINCOLN, Neb. – Distracted driving would be the focus of a committee created under a bill under consid-
eration by the state Legislature. L.R. 337 calls for examination of issues associated with texting or using hand-
held devices while operating a motor vehicle. Among the topics to be addressed: the dangers of distracted driv-
ing; the efficacy of current Nebraska law; the complications involved in enforcing a primary offense of dis-
tracted driving; and legislative action taken by other states. 
RALEIGH, N.C. – The state House Rules Committee defeated a helmet bill that would have allowed rid-
ers 21 or older to choose whether to wear a helmet while riding. The bill also would have required passing mo-
torists to provide at least 3 feet of clearance at 30 mph and an additional foot of clearance for each additional 
10 mph. 
SALEM. Ore. – Gov. Kate Brown signed the state’s “dead red” bill into law, allowing motorcyclists and 
bicyclists to proceed through a red traffic signal if they have waited through a full cycle and the light failed to 
change. The bill passed both the state’s legislative houses on unanimous votes.  
At the same time, the Oregon House Committee on Transportation and Economic Development killed a bill 
that would have made lane splitting legal in Oregon. 
HARRISBURG, Pa. – Increased penalties for distracted driving are part of H.B. 399, introduced by state 
Rep. Jaret Gibbons (D-Beaver County). The bill would apply to drivers found guilty of causing the death of 
another during a traffic crash in which the driver was texting. The crime would be considered a second-degree 
felony. If serious bodily harm occurs, but no death, the crime would also be considered a second-degree felony. 
The law would be called “Daniel’s Law,” after Daniel Gallatin, who was killed by a texting driver in a 2013 
crash. 
Also, H.B. 198, sponsored by 28 state representatives, would amend the state’s Lemon Law to include motor-
cycles. The consumer protections enacted under the 1984 Automobile Lemon Law specifically excluded mo-
torcycles from the definition of “new motor vehicle.” 
AUSTIN, Texas – The misspending or misallocation of dedicated revenue is under scrutiny by state legisla-
tors, who have identified more than $4 billion in accounts that are used only to balance the budget each year. 
Included is an estimated $18 million in unspent funds collected $5 at a time from motorcyclists’ license fees. 
The fee revenue was intended for motorcycle safety, training and education programs. But no money has been 
spent from the account for nearly 10 years. The Texas House has passed a bill package (J.R. 111) aimed at 
slowly weaning the state from reliance on such unallocated account balances and either spend the money for 
its intended purpose or stop collecting the fees. The bill package also would bring additional transparency to 
the state budgeting process. 

Industry News  
BOULDER, Colo. – Electric motorcycle and scooter sales are expected to total 55 million worldwide be-
tween 2015 and 2024, according to a study released by Navigant Research. The study examined the global 
markets for the vehicles and the related battery technologies. Navigant reports that increasing interest in elec-
tric two-wheelers from large manufacturers, such as Polaris Industries, Harley-Davidson Motor Co. and Ya-
maha helped raise projections. In addition, technological advances are making battery more efficient and less 
expensive. The result is an expectation that sales will experience stable and continuous growth for the coming 
10 years. 
SALT LAKE CITY -- The Tooele County Commission is searching for a new operator for the Miller Mo-

torsports Park, while the Miller family is considering other options for the land nearby. The family is ending 
its lease on the racetrack in October as part of a company reorganization. County officials hope to find another 
business partner to take over the lease on the 500 acres of land. “Our major interest is to enter into a partner-
ship, whether that be an outright sale or a lease” with an entity whose “core competency” is running a facility  
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MRF media contact: Jeff Hennie 

Phone: 202-725-5471  

E-mail: Jeff@MRF.org  

 

like the one the Millers are abandoning, said County Commissioner Sean Milne, while speaking to the The Salt 
Lake Tribune. So far, only a handful of the interested parties have shown the capability of running a business 
like Miller Motorsports Park, the newspaper reported. 
LEIPZIG, Germany – The number of road deaths continues to fall, but an international road safety group 
says strong road-safety disparities exist among countries. IRTAD, the permanent working group on road safety 
at the International Transport Forum, reports that preliminary data for 2014 indicates road deaths fell in 15 of 
28 member countries, while eight reported an increase. 
Since 2000 and 2013, motorcyclist fatalities worldwide decreased by 22 percent, according to the report. 

June 4 

On June 4th the United States House of Representatives agreed to an amendment to the 2016 Transportation, 
Housing and Urban Development Appropriations bill that struck a provision that would have overturned the 
U.S. Department of Transportation lobby ban. The measure was approved on the House floor reports the Mo-
torcycle Riders Foundation.  
The Amendment offered by Congressman Tim Walberg (R-MI) along with Mr. Sensenbrenner (R-WI) and 
Mr. Ribble (R-WI), eliminates a provision in the 2016 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development Ap-
propriations act that would have allowed the Secretary of Transportation to discuss motorcycle safety initia-
tives with state legislators. The Motorcycle Riders Foundation thanks Congressman Walberg, Sensenbrenner, 
and Ribble for their dedication to freedom and motorcycling.  
In 1998 Congress passed a law that made it illegal for the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) to 
lobby state legislatures on any issue. Prior to 1998, according to the Government Accountability Office 
(GAO), USDOT had spent tens of thousands of dollars traveling to states whenever a state debated changing 
their own state helmet law or any other law that USDOT deemed worthy to interfere on. Seeing this as a waste 
of taxpayer money, the congress prohibited anyone from USDOT to lobby states uninvited.  
Mr. Walberg had this to say, “The federal government should not be in the business of lobbying state and local 
officials with federal money.” He added, “I believe the most effective way to reduce motorcycle injuries and 
fatalities is to prevent these crashes from occurring in the first place, Madam Chairperson, that means putting 
between the ears as opposed to simply on the head.” 
See the Walberg video here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pHIMdT7ycfc 
“I cannot think of a single issue where the federal government should waste resources lobbying a state entity 
for something that the state doesn't want”, said Jeff Hennie, Vice President of Government Relations and Pub-
lic Affairs for the Motorcycle Riders Foundation. He added “With such limited, precious motorcycle safety 
funds, they need to be used in areas of safety that are proven, not for bureaucratic waste.” 
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) thanks everyone who made calls on this important issue; your par-
ticipation was key in getting this amendment to pass.  
June 8 

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) has issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
to amend Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard (FMVSS) No. 218, which concerns motorcycle safety hel-
mets. NHTSA proposes to modify the existing performance requirements of the standard by adding construc-
tion requirements. The reasoning behind this is to aid state and local law enforcement officers in enforcing 
FMVSS No. 218, allowing an officer to visually determine whether a helmet meets the safety standard. 
NHTSA is currently accepting public comments on this proposal, and will continue to do so until July 20, 
2015. 
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The Motorcycle Riders Foundation opposes NHTSA’s proposal. The proposal fails to take into consideration 
the rapid pace of technological change in this area. By adopting arbitrary dimension and compression require-
ments, NHTSA will effectively be shutting out manufacturers who utilize technology to construct helmets 
which, while failing to meet NHTSA's construction requirements, may very well exceed their performance re-
quirements. It is conceivable that, by the time the new proposals were adopted, they would already be obsolete. 
To compound that problem, if such a situation did arise—and it almost certainly will—the process of amend-
ing the safety standard is so long and complicated that it is not feasible to make periodic changes in order to 
include technological advancements in motorcycle helmet construction. FMVSS No. 218 should remain pri-
marily a performance standard, not a construction standard. 
 
NHTSA's answer to this problem is to create a list of motorcycle helmets that will be exempt from the pro-
posed construction requirements. The helmets on this list will comply with the performance requirements of  
 
FMVSS No. 218, but while they fail to meet its proposed construction requirements, they will nonetheless be 
deemed to have met the proposed safety standard. This confusing strategy ignores the fact that the law enforce-
ment officer on the street will not have immediate access to such a list. At best, the officer would not know 
that the motorcyclist's helmet meets FMVSS No. 218 until after the motorcyclist has been deprived of his or 
her liberty by being detained and subjected to an inspection of their helmet. At worst, the fact that the motorcy-
clist's helmet meets the standard would not come to light until after the motorcyclist was forced to come to 
court. 
 
Finally, NHTSA has not fully taken into consideration the very nature of motorcycle helmet enforcement in 
the United States.  Such enforcement is not done federally; it is done at the state and local level according to 
state laws which may or may not have adopted FMVSS No. 218.  Not every state has adopted the federal 
safety standard.  Many that have done so have also adopted alternative safety standards, while others require 
only that a helmet meet the performance requirements set out in FMVSS No. 218 and not the labeling require-
ments. 
 
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation believes that motorcycle helmet enforcement is a state issue and not a fed-
eral issue. This is evidenced by the fact that motorcycle helmet laws vary greatly from state to state. If a par-
ticular state is having an issue enforcing its own motorcycle helmet law, that problem is best addressed by that 
state's elected officials. It does not make sense to address the enforcement of a state statute on the federal level, 
but that is what the proposed amendments to FMVSS NO. 218 attempt to do. 
 
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation urges all riders and rider organizations to comment upon this proposal and 
to point out the legitimate concerns raised by it. You may submit comments to the proposal by any of the fol-
lowing methods: 
 
You may utilize the Federal e-Rulemaking Portal: 
Go to http://www.regulations.gov. Follow the online instructions for submitting comments. 
You may mail comments to the Docket Management Facility: 
U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey Avenue SE., West Building Ground Floor, Room W12-
140, Washington, DC 20590-0001. 
You may also fax comments to the Docket Management Facility: 
U.S. Department of Transportation at (202) 493-2251 
When submitting comments, make sure to reference Docket No. NHTSA–2015–0045. 
 
June 16 

As a member of the Alliance for Toll-Free Interstates (ATFI), the Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) works 
with the ATFI on a regular basis to ensure that your right to ride is not infringed upon with heavy interstate 
tolling. Please take a few minutes to review this and respond.  
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The MRF has learned that the U.S. Senate Environment and Public Works Committee (EPW), which has juris-
diction over the Interstate Highway System, is considering expanding interstate tolling at its June 24th bill 
markup. 
Please take action by sending an email to your Senator if they sit on the EPW Committee. Add a sentence urg-
ing them to contact Chairman Inhofe directly about rejecting tolls. 
 
Over the past seventeen years, the Interstate Reconstruction and Rehabilitation Pilot Program (ISRRPP) has 
served its purpose and demonstrated the unviability of tolling existing interstates. Six states have pursued tolls 
via the ISRRPP, and all failed primarily due to the widespread public outcry over tolling’s negative conse-
quences, which in some cases even triggered legislative action to protect interstates from tolls. Pilot programs 
are meant to be temporary. Now approaching twenty years, the ISRRPP has run its course and should be re-
pealed, not expanded or made more flexible. 
 
We all know that tolling existing interstates would have serious negative consequences. Businesses would face 
higher operating expenses and be forced to pass those costs on to consumers. Commuters and travelers would 
face steep cost increases, and hourly employees might have to work an extra hour per day just to pay the toll to 
and from work. Traffic diversion around tolls onto secondary routes would cause congestion, increased acci-
dents, higher road wear and repair costs for local governments, and slower first response times. The cost to 
ride will be dramatically higher. 
 
Additionally, our Founding Fathers gave Congress the responsibility to regulate commerce; this now includes 
funding and maintaining the Interstate Highway System, and passing the buck to the states is an abdication of 
duty and violates the spirit of the U.S. Constitution’s Commerce Clause. It may be politically expedient to 
frame it as a “states’ rights” issue, but this ignores the safety, equity, and interstate commerce implications. 
Most importantly, it will not solve the highway funding problem. 
 
Please join the MRF in urging the EPW Committee and its Chairman, Senator Jim Inhofe (R-OK), to protect 
interstates from the burden of new tolls. 
To learn more about ATFI and join the Alliance please visit www.tollfreeinterstates.com. 

NCOM Affiliates to Hire Ex-Texas Ranger to investigate; Urges Confederation of Clubs to Continue 

to Meet 
  

PRESS RELEASE - 06/08/2015 - The National Coalition Of Motorcyclists (NCOM) ties together all of the coun-
try’s Confederation Of Clubs and Independents (COC&I) across more than 35 states. These organizations have suc-
cessfully fostered a spirit of collaboration among diverse motorcycle clubs, independents and other legislative organiza-
tions from across the country for over 30 years. NCOM’s  board of directors along with a team of lawyers with Aid to In-
jured Motorcyclists (AIM) educate, help pass legislation, and provide legal guidance to help improve the quality of life for 
those who choose to enjoy the road on two wheels. 

  
More than three weeks have passed and NCOM has reserved its reaction waiting for Waco Authorities to sort 

through the details about what happened that tragic afternoon. However, it is difficult to stand by and watch the contin-
ued abuse of American constitutional rights at every turn. More than 140 innocent citizens, who were not involved in the 
tragedy, have been locked up for an unreasonable amount of time. They have also suffered a basic lack of humanitarian 
services while being held with disregard for the financial impact on the livelihoods of individuals who happen to ride a 
motorcycle. These are all innocent victims. 

  
Yes, a crime took place while the local COC&I organizers were preparing for the meeting. Yes, there were lives 

tragically lost. We want answers as to how and why this happened. We don’t have confidence in local authorities after 
they continued changing stories, disregarded the facts, and continue to violate the rights of citizens. NCOM, the Confed-
eration of Clubs, and lawyers with AIM are hiring a former Texas Ranger to learn the truth as to who was responsible for 
the violence at our Texas Region 1 COC&I meeting and expose the many violations of basic human rights of those ar-
rested and who continue to be held. We pursue claims against those who have, and continue to violate the rights of citi-
zens merely because they ride a motorcycle.    
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We are also asking all COC&I regions in Texas and around the country to continue their meetings as scheduled. 
We are encouraging them to have a lawyer with AIM present to help work with local authorities and media to avoid any 
misunderstandings. This is an opportunity for COC&I’s throughout Texas and around the country to raise awareness 
about all the positive, productive things that are being done for all American Bikers - both patch holders and independ-
ents. 

  
NCOM, the Confederation of Clubs, and lawyers with AIM are committed to making certain that the innocent 

lives lost, the devastating financial impact and the sacrifice of loved ones as a result of this tragic event in Waco will not 
be in vain. Our organizations will push forward continuing our collaborative work that will promote the truth that our rights 
as Americans are universal and should be upheld no matter if you ride a motorcycle or not. 
  
James D. Reichenbach II      William A. Smith  
NCOM Chairman of the Board                Texas AIM attorney   
ncomchairman@att.net      wsmith@wasmithlaw.com    
                         
Jason Hill                                            
Communications Team 
Texas Confederation of Clubs and Independents 
jasonhillcommunications@gmail.com 
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Lane Splitting Vs. Lane Filtering 

Lane Splitting is when a motorcycle rides between the 
lanes of traffic at speed when there is no impediment to 
travel and traffic is moving normally. 

Lane Filtering is when a motorcycle rides between 
the lanes of traffic from behind a pack of non moving 
cars to proceed to a fixed point in the roadway such 
as a red light ahead of the cars or a right turn lane.. 

Filtering helps reduce traffic congestion  

 

Filtering allows the motorcyclist one more way to increase the distance 

between their motorcycle and other motorists 

 

Filtering allows motorcyclists  to occupy road space  

unusable to all other motorists thereby helping reduce the amount of over 

all road space used by all vehicles on the road 

 

Help up find a Republican Sponsor to bring Lane Filtering to Georgia! 

Let’s talk about Lane Filtering for a second…. 
There has been quite a bit of confusion about what the difference is between Lane Filtering and 
Lane Splitting. We at ABATE hope this new infographic will better  
explain the difference between the two. 
We may have not gotten  Lane Filtering through the 2014 session but we have FOUND A 
 POTENTIONAL NEW SPONSOR for next session already! 
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District News 

District One  

The meeting was held on June 2, 2015 at Logan's Roadhouse in Dalton.  There were twenty nine members and five guests present.  
Great to see  everybody out!  Tami Culver and Dennis Denbie, co-cordinators, led us in the recital of the pledge of allegiance. 

     Dennis, led us in prayer, remembering friends and family who are experiencing struggles in life.   

     Dennis presented the tresuaers report.  We are still financially sound after all obligations have been met.  Our money is always in 
good hands with Dennis. 

     Jeff Gates, membersip director, reported we currently have sixty eight members.  Anna Titus was was the name pulled for the 
membership drawing, and was present, wining the big money   Anna graciously donated it back!  Thanks so much Anna, you are 
awesome!  Congratulations to Tony and Tami Culver who just became lifetime members. 

     ABATE District One was saddened to hear of the loss of Mr. Joey Brush, ABATE lobbyist at the capitol.  Mr Brush was killed in 
a motorcycle accident in Atlanta.  He will be greatly missed.  Mr Brush was instrumental in getting the "red light" bill passsed in the 
state legislature.  We send our prayers and condolences to his family. 

     Old business: 

                          FACES Ride was held on May 30, 2015 and was a huge success.  This ride benefits the cranofacial association.  
Everyone who attended had a great time and a great ride. 

 

     New business: 

                             27th annual Iron Horse Rodeo June 12-13 2015 at the Clay Powell farm in Dawnville, Georgia.  Friday night is 
potluck supper and cornhole tournament.  Everyone coming please bring a covered dish.       

Saturday - field events, door prizes, auction items, fod and live music by Double Shot at 8 pm.  Everyone please come out and bring 
a friend for a good time with some great people! 

                            July 11, 2015 - One day State Swap Meet in Austell, Georgia.  There wil also be a motorcycle and car show. 

                            State Fall Swap Meet September 19-20 in Helen, Georgia. For more information please the State ABATE website. 

     Tat is a wrap for this month!  Please let all our friends and fellow bikers the "red light" bill passed both branches of State Con-
gress but was vetoed by Governor Deal!  Everybody get out and ride!  Kickstands up and faces in the wind!  Stay safe! 

District One West 
Hello out there, from the far northwest corner of our grand and glorious state. 
Summer is here, finally arrived. Hot, wet, muggy and any other adjective you want to throw in there.  
 
We had our No Destination Poker Run back on the day it was due. Had a great ride, almost made it to Kansas before we turned back 
and headed home. Three bikes, five good friends and some serious laughs. Of course Mother Nature had her way with us. Always 
does and always will. But I figure any time you return to where you started from, you've had a good ride.  
 
We also had our Rifle Raffle drawing on June 1. We moved our meeting up a week so the Dari Dip would be open and this was the 
day we had specified for the drawing. We sold tickets on a Remington Model 783 Scoped hunting rifle. I'm sorry if none of you 
heard about it, I sent ALL the DC,s a notice with all the info plus how to get a ticket/tickets. NOT A WORD from anyone other than 
locally.  Anyway, Terry L. Simmons won it and he is talking about using it as a down payment on an AR15 that we are thinking 
about raffling off next. If you think you might be interested in this new raffle, my number is in the book... 
 
Our upcoming rides are listed with our Secretarys Minutes in each issue of this fine magazine, but just to refresh your memories.  
6-20...ride to TEN MILE, TN. after D1W Officers Meeting at Golden Corral in Ft. Oglethorpe 
6-27...Jack Daniels Distillery ride, leaves Hardee's in Lafayette, Ga. at 8AM 
7-11,12.. Burning Buns ride to Shepherdsville, Ky. Leaves Shoney's in Dalton, Ga. at 8:30AM 
7-25,26..Andersonville Prison ride. Leave Wal-Mart, Lafayette, Ga. at 10AM 
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District News 
8-29,30..Shriners Hospital ride. Greenville, S.C. Leave Shoney's in Dalton, Ga. at 8:30AM 
9-19,20..TRAIL OF TEARS RIDE to WATERLOO, ALA. Leave Waffle House in Dalton, Ga. at 6AM 
 
As you can see, two of our rides are on the NEW AND REVISED ABATE OF GA. Swap Meet dates. We have had our rides set 
since January and reservations have been made. Sorry State, but yoyoing won't work. I was fully planning on helping out at the 
Helen event, staying in Hiawassee and riding Ga.75 back and forth to Helen. Beautiful ride and curvy too. Just like my wife. Oh 
well... 

Minutes from June 22, 2015 meeting.   
 
Frank Chaney opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance and a Moment of Silence.   

Attending - 9 members + 0 guests 

Minutes - John Conyers distributed copies of last month’s Minutes, and these were approved.   

Membership Report (Linda Chaney) - 43 members (32 senior + 11 junior).   

Treasurer’s Report (David Byers) - We have $$$ in the bank.     

 We had a good turnout at the Officer’s Meeting last Saturday with 10 members attending.  Even though Mother Nature was “acting 
up” with some rain, we had 3 bikes and 4 riders ride to Ten Mile, TN after the Officer’s Meeting for lunch at Uncle Gus’s Pit 
Cooked BBQ.  It was a good ride with the return trip through Sweetwater, Niota, Cleveland and then home.     

 

ABATE is going to have a couple of Swap Meets –Swap Meet in Austell, GA on July 11th , and they will hold one in Helen, GA 
on September 19th - 20th.  District 1 West already has activities planned on both of these weekends.   

ABATE Raffle - ABATE has another raffle, and Frank has tickets if you are interested.  The cost is $5/ticket, and the prizes are 
a grill and a motorcycle jack.   

 

Terry Simmons was the winner of our Remington Model 783 Scoped deer rifle last month, and he traded this for partial payment on 
an AR-15 rifle.  We plan to have another raffle with the prize being an AR-15 rifle.  Frank is getting tickets printed, and we will 
probably sell them during July – October with the winner being picked at our party on October 10th.  The cost will be $5/ticket.   

 

October 2015 will mark our 10th Anniversary for District 1 West ABATE, and we will have a Cookout at “The Stansberry Shed” 
(Winston & Sheila Stansberry’s house at 80 Chastain Drive, Lafayette, GA) on Saturday, October 10th at 5:00 PM.  This event will 
be open to all members past and present.  See the attached flyer for details.   

 

Frank mentioned that Officer Nominations are coming up in September so let him know if you are interested in a position with Dis-
trict 1 West.  We talked about our upcoming rides/activities, and we decided that the rides after our Officer’s Meetings are good if 
we can work out the schedule.  Frank will be leading a ride this Saturday to the Jack Daniel’s Distillery on June 27th leaving Har-
dee’s in Lafayette, GA at 8:00 AM.  Our next meeting is scheduled for July 20th.  The Dari Dip will be closed during the week of 
July 27th, so we will change this meeting to July 20th.     

 

 

Rides & Activities 

June 27 - Jack Daniel’s Distillery Poker Run - Leave Hardee’s in Lafayette, GA at 8:00 AM.   
 
July 7 - ABATE District 1 Meeting at Logan’s Roadhouse in Dalton, GA at 7:00 PM.   
July 11 & 12 - Burning Buns Ride to Shepherdsville, KY.  Leave Shoney’s in Dalton, GA at 8:30 AM (Frank’s 69th Birthday Ride).   
July 11 & 12 - ABATE Swap Meet in Austell, GA.   
 
July 18 - District 1 West Officer’s Meeting at Golden Corral in Fort Oglethorpe, GA at 8:00 AM.   
July 20 - ABATE District 1 West Meeting at Dari Dip in Lafayette, GA at 6:30 PM.   
July 25 & 26 - Andersonville/Plains, GA Ride - Leave Wal-Mart in Lafayette, GA at 8:00 AM.  Return on Sunday.   
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District News 
August 1 - Board of Directors Meeting in Macon, GA    
August 4 - ABATE District 1 Meeting at Logan’s Roadhouse in Dalton, GA at 7:00 PM.   
August 22 - District 1 West Officer’s Meeting at Golden Corral in Fort Oglethorpe, GA at 8:00 AM.   
August 24 - ABATE District 1 West Meeting at Dari Dip in Lafayette, GA at 6:30 PM.   
August 29 & 30 - Shriner’s Hospital Love Ride to Greenville, SC.  Leave Shoney’s in Dalton, GA at 9:30 AM.  Ride back to Toc-
coa, GA for the night.  Hospital will only accept “Build a Bear”.  Usually, we just make a $$$ contribution.   
 

September 1 - ABATE District 1 Meeting at Logan’s Roadhouse in Dalton, GA at 7:00 PM.   
September 19 & 20 - Trail of Tears Ride.  Dalton riders leave Waffle House in Rocky Face, GA at 6:00 AM.  Lafayette riders leave 
Hardee’s in Lafayette, GA at 6:30 AM, and both groups meet up in AL at the I-59 Flea Market.   
September 19 & 20 - ABATE Swap Meet in Helenl, GA.   
September 26 - District 1 West Officer’s Meeting at Golden Corral in Fort Oglethorpe, GA at 8:00 AM.   
September 28 - ABATE District 1 West Meeting at Dari Dip in Lafayette, GA at 6:30 PM.   
 

October 3 – Annual John Crum Memorial Ride hosted by ABATE District 1 – details to follow.   
October 6 - ABATE District 1 Meeting at Logan’s Roadhouse in Dalton, GA at 7:00 PM.   
October 10 - 10th Anniversary District 1 West Party with a Cookout at The Stansberry Shed - 80 Chastain Road, Lafayette, GA from 

District  Four West    
June 2015  
Meeting, an informal one, was held at Twin Peaks restaurant in Kennesaw. (It was an experiment, and will not be repeated.)  Present 
were:  Cheef and Angel, Cecil, Kim, Jeff  White and Ann T.  Karl Vollmer, a former member made a guest appearance. 
Jon has resigned as DC.  And JC  has also resigned;  We have no DC and no Treasurer.  That second position may be held by the 
Secretary, but the DC position must be held by itself.  Do we have a viable district? 
Next May is state elections.   Ann is NOT going to accept State Secretary again.  Ned has said that the next Secretary should ideally 
come from our district because the State Office is in our district.  So is the  state Post Office Box.   
Question for all members of District Four West:  DO WE WANT TO DISSOLVE THE DISTRICT?  Should we combine both parts 
of District Four, and try to find a meeting place somewhere between the two halves?  How many of the people  listed on the roster  
for District Four East actually show up for meetings? (District 4 West has had at most 7 people.)   Should we join our meager re-
sources (both monetary and personnel) with District Three (which, itself is very shaky)?   Or should Four West just go inactive?   
We do understand that APATHY is the membership group that has the most members in many of groups of all stripes around the 
state.  We had a great number of people contacting the Governor’s Office before he vetoes SB 76 was good.  Why do they not show 
the same active interest  at other times, when we do not have a bill sitting on the politician’s desks?  
 

Reversible lanes are being constructed on I-75.  Will they be available for Motorcycles to use?  Are Federal Funds being used to con-
struct these monstrosities?  If that is true, then the state can not prohibit motorcycles.   
Our July meeting will be back at B 3  Bar and Grill. 
Please, if you are on the Membership Roster of District Four West, Please give serious thought about the future of the district.  And 
if you know people who were members of ABATE and have dropped their membership, contact them and ask them for their reasons.  
(Possibly the most common ones are:  You don’t do anything.  [We tried with SB 76; maybe more calls would have helped} You 
don’t work to abolish helmets.[  We have been told that that is a poison pill for anything else we want to do].    
Should ABATE as an organization disband? 
Respectfully submitted,   Ann F Turner, Secretary 

District 7 
June 7, 2015   
 
Meeting called to order by Leigh Jester at 2pm. Pledge of Allegiance said by all. Opening prayer led by Kevin Heard. 
 
Members present 27 and 4 guest 
 
SB76 – The Governor VETO the bill, we will start over the next legislative session.  
 
Future Swap meet – July 11 a one day event at Treadmill in Austell, GA.  
                                 September 19 & 20th swap meet in Helen, Ga 
 
State Raffle – ticket $5.00 or 5 for $20.00, prizes 1st 26’ Electric Smoker, 2nd Torin Big Red Motorcycle Jack. Drawing will be held 
at the Helen swap meet.  
 
District 7 Raffle – Tickets are available see Liz or Janet 
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District News 
Open forum: Jerry Mac reminded everyone of the Luau Party at Angel City the weekend of June 12thand GA Bob’s Bike Night.  
 
 Americans Helping Wounded Veterans car show on 13 June 15 at the Robins AFB  Museum of Aviation.   ABATE  will set up a 
membership table. I would appreciate any support that ABATE could provide to the "Americans Helping Wounded Veterans" Car, 
Truck and Bike Show; i.e.  helping us get the word out to bike riders so they can attend the show. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned.  

District 9 
June 2, 2015 
 
District Officers in attendance: D9/ Event Coordinator – Cyndi Griffith, Secretary – Lawonna Parks, SGT at Arms-Michael Griffith, 
SGT at Arms-David McClendon, Treasurer-Ora Livingston, Chaplain-Willum Lowery 
 
District 9 meets the 1st Tuesday of the month, 7:00pm @ Players, 1500 54th Street, Columbus, GA. 
March attendance: 
 
Meeting opened @ 7:06pm with prayer (Willum Lowery) followed by the pledge. 
DC9 – Cyndi welcomed all members and guest. 
 
Officer Report 
Treasury: Funds available/ Insurance paid 
Webmaster: Any information wanting to be displayed on the D9 webpage, please email to gaabate9@gmail.com 
 
Old Business:No discussion 
 
Activities 
Iron Cross MC (ICMC): 

Bike Nites – Held every Friday starting at 8pm-until. IC Clubhouse. (Everyone is welcome) 
Painted Rock Hog Group:  

Monthly Meeting – Held every 2nd Tuesday of each month 6:30pm-dinner/ 7pm-meeting 
Hot Rods & Harleys – Thursday, June 18th 6pm – 8pm @ Chattahoochee Harley - Davidson 

CMA (Calvary Riders): 
Chapter Meeting – Held June 11, 2015 @ Lake Pines. Dinner starts at 6:30PM / Meeting @ 7PM 

CMA (Trinity Riders): 
Ride to Read – June 6, 2015 @ Swamp 
Bike Olympics – Bike Games, June 13, 2015 @ Chattahoochee HD/ Bike Lessons 

Knights of Solomon: 
Open House – Saturday, June 13, 201512PM – until/ Address: 303 Hudson Mill Rd. Hamilton, Ga. 31811 

Buffalo Soldiers MC: 
Car Wash Fundraiser – June 27, 2015 8am-4pm @ VFW Post 665 1824 Victory Drive. $5 per ticket, free food and drinks. 

Heaven Saints: 
National - June 26 – 28, 2015 

Rough Riders: 
Honoring Our Heroes 5 Card Poker Run – Saturday, June 13, 2015. Location: VFW Post 665 1824 Victory Drive. Registration: 

9AM–11AM. Cost: $10-solo rider / $15-couple. Biker games, door prizes, 50/50 raffle, best & worst hand, big & little 
joker. Contact Info: 989.660.9952 

Sud3rn Conn3ctionMC: 
Hang Nite – Friday, June 12, 2015 8PM-until @ Jamaica Cea Breeze, 3653 Victory Dr. Cols, Ga. 31903 
Harlem Nights 5thAnniversary Party –Saturday, June 13th9PM-1AM, Elks Lodge, 5768 Miller Ct., Cols. Ga. 31909. $10 Cover 

Charge. Most Rep Trophies, Live DJ & Door prizes for best dress (1920’s era) 
 
Additional Info 

ABATE Swap Meet –Will be held Sunday, September 20, 2015, 7019 S. Main Street, Helen , Ga. Raffling: 1st Prize – Land-
mann USA Smokey Mountain 26” Electric Smoker/ 2nd Prize – Torin Big Red Motorcycle Jack 

 
Door Prizes 
Closing—Meeting Adjourn 
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District News 
District Thirteen 

We opened our meeting with the pledge, and prayer, by Jim George. 
May meeting Minutes reading was waived. 
Officer reports included Membership from Ann Crenshaw, and DC by Dennis. 
Old business 
Our fundraiser efforts was discussed and report given. 
Thank You for volunteering. 
ABATE Tees and awareness signs for sale. 
July 4 annual party/campout was discussed and planned. 
New Business 
Sheila George was nominated and elected our secretary, Welcome back Sheila! 
A motion to adjoun came and we did. 
Respectively, 
Dennis Crenshaw 
District coordinator  
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ATLANTA OFFICE: 1201 Peachtree St. NE   |   400 Colony Square, Suite 200   |   Atlanta, Georgia 30361  
AUGUSTA OFFICE: 631 Ronald Reagan Drive   |   Suite 102   |   Evans, Georgia 30809  

(800) ON-A-BIKE 
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American Bikers Active Toward Education 
 Post Office Box 116 Austell GA, 30168 Tel 770-884-7138 

www.abatega.org 

Supporter_____ 
Sponsor_______ 
 

 
 

 
Business____________________________________________ 
 

Address_____________________________________________ 
 

City,State, Zip_________________________________________ 

 

Business Phone_______________________________________ 
 

Business web site______________________________________ 
 

Discount Percent offered________________________________ 

 

District located in_______ Application taken by ___________________ 
 

Date of Application _________________    Years of Term____ 
 

Notes______________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________________ 
 

Please turn in to your DC with a Check made out to ABATE of Georgia. 

The Supporters Program 
 
Business Support Member Program 
 
Any business that wishes to offer a discount on goods or services to an ABATE of Georgia mem-
ber may have a listing in the monthly newsletter in the Supporter section. This listing will show 
business name, address, phone number, web site, district Number and discount amount offered. No 
Logos or other info. 
The cost to be listed is $25.00 per year. The Business Support member will receive an ABATE 
membership Easel and 2 Decals showing they offer a discount along with one full year of being 
listed. 
Any Business that is owned by an ABATE of Georgia member will receive this for $15.00  

 

Business Sponsor Member Program 
 
Any Business that wishes to be a Sponsor and offer a discount on goods or services to an ABATE 
of Georgia members may have a listing in the monthly newsletter in the Sponsor Section. This 
listing will show the business name, address, phone number, web site, district number and discount 
amount offered in large bold type. No Logos etc. 
The cost for this is $100.00 per year. The Sponsor will receive an ABATE membership easel, 2 
decals showing membership, a discount of 5% on any additional advertising in the newsletter. 
Any business owned by an ABATE of Georgia member will receive this for $75.00. 
As a thank you to those business’s that allow us to meet there we will run their info in the Sponsor 
section FREE for as long as a district meets there. 

An individual or Business that provides more than $100.00 in goods or services to ABATE of 

Georgia will be listed in the Honor Roll section 
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A.B.A.T.E. Of Georgia Sponsors and Supporters 
These Businesses contribute to ABATE  and  offer discounts to ABATE members 

Mitchell’s Automotive and Truck Repair 
4281 Interstate Drive, Macon, Ga 31210 
(478) 477-6403 

Weathers Honda  
1808 Vernon Road LaGrange GA 30240 
Phone: 706.884.7327 Fax: 706.884.3827  

Mountain Motorsports 
899 Iris Dr. S.E. Conyers GA 30094 
Phone: 770.761.4800 Fax: 770.761.4900  
http://www.mtn-motorsportsnorth.com/ 

Horizon Motorsports 
858 Davis Drive Southeast  Conyers, GA 30094  
(770) 785-7253  
www.horizonsmotorsports.com/  

Town Creek Food Shop 
3061 Upper River Rd, Macon, Ga, 31211 
(478) 751-9393 

Al’s Appliance and Refrigeration 
600 Ridly Avenue, Lagrange, Ga, 30240 
(706) 884-5484 

Clothing to Fit People 
5415 Austell-Powder Springs Rd, Austell, Ga, 30106 
(770) 941-1142 

Tom’s Place 
461 Old Mill Place, Cartersville, Ga, 30120 
(770) 386-7755 

Katies’ Too Southern FBuffet Restaurant 
614 Lincoln St, Lagrange, Ga, 30240 
(706) 882-1222 www.katiestoo.com Free Drink with Buffet 

Auto Tek Customs 
6041 North Henry Blvd Suite A, Stockbridge, Ga 30281 
(770) 474-4636  

Your Leather Loft 
968 Hiram—Douglasville Hwy, Hiram Ga, 30141 
(770) 439-0550 

Cycle World of Athens  
4225 Atlanta Highway  Bogart, GA 30622 
(706) 548-3300  www.cycleworldathens.com 

ProLeather & Associates  
411 Maxham Road, Suite 1600  
(770) 948-1285   www.Proleather&Team.com  

Freedom Powersports Kennesaw 
3102 Cobb Parkway NW, Kennesaw, Ga, 30152 
(770) 974 - 6000 www.freedompowersports.net 

Holly’s Hometown Insurance 
2955 Buford Hwy Duluth, Ga 30096 
(770) 476 - 9300  
10% discount on Insurance to ABATE of Ga. Members 

Helmet Hairdoos 
678-227-8861 
helmethairdoos@yahoo.com 

Blueberry Hill 
1550 C Dean Forrest Rd. Garden City, Ga 
(912) 964-8401 www.blueberryhillbar.com 

Patricia Cantaline—Avon Representative 
(912) 748-5266 www.youravon.com/pcantaline 
Free Shipping on orders over $30.00, order online only 

Connie  Zbikowski, American Family Insurance 
2107 Highway 42 N. Suite A, Jenkinsburg, GA.  30234  
(770) 504-9500 
 http://insurance-agency.amfam.com/GA/connie-zbikowski/ 

Brown’s Camping Sales 
9726 Tara Boulevard, Jonesboro, Georgia  30236 
http://www.brownscamping.com   770-477-7718 

Cycle Nation of Mcdonough 
755 Industrial Blvd, McDonough, GA 30253 
http://www.cyclenationofmcdonough.com   770-957-7404 

Motorhead’s Bar and Grill  
650 Macon Steet,  McDonough, GA 30253 
http://www.motorheadsbarandgrill.com (770) 898-0008 

Brian Andrews, state Farm Insurance  
1748 HWY 81 E,McDonough, GA 30252  
(770) 288-4900  
www.brianandrewsinsurance.com  

Powersports Plus 
3006 Kensington Ct., Albany, Ga, 31721 
 (229) 432-2015 www.powersportsplus.com 

Hamburger Mikes 
402 Hwy 155 South McDonough, Ga, 30253 
(678) 759-2545 www.hamburgermikes.com 

Griffin Jewelers Inc. 
1435 N. Expressway Suite 101, Griffin, Ga, 30223 
(770) 227-1157 griffinjewelers@bellsouth.net 

Renegade Classics 
4965 Lanaier Islands Pkwy, Suite101, Buford, Ga,30518 
(770) 904-5944 www.renegadeclassics.com 

Georgia Bob’s Barbecue 
4921 Riverside Dr. Macon, Ga 31210 
478-257-6710  
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A.B.A.T.E. Of Georgia Sponsors and Support-
Page two 

Georgia Pest Control Company 
385 Hwy 30 W Americus, GA 31719 
(229) 924-7774  

Cross Road Choppers 
3321 US 84 W Suite F 
Tifton, GA 31793  (229) 387-6563  

Marty McDonald  State Farm Insurance 
925 MLK Blvd 
Americus, GA 31719   (229) 928 3686  

Page two 

Robert Anderson Windows 
100 Elm Street 
Milner, Ga, 30257 (404) 877 2119 

Mike's Custom Cycles, 
409 Old Augusta Rd. 
Sparta, Ga  (706) 444-5838  

The Bike Stop of Cleveland 
32 Industrial Way 
Cleveland, Ga, 30528 (706) 865 4506 www.thebikestopga.com 

Cycle World of Athens  

4225 Atlanta Hwy, Bogart, GA 30622 

(706) 548-3300 

www.cycleworldathens.com  

 

Street and Trail Motorsports 

4277 Washington Rd, Evans, GA 30809 

(706) 868-5050 

www.streetandtrail.com  

ABATE of Georgia Dealership Partners 

Augusta Harley Davidson 

4200 Belair Frontage Rd, Augusta, GA 30909 

(706) 651-0444  

www.augustahd.com  

Warhill cycles 
61 Matheson Drive 
Dawsonville, GA 30534 (678) 928-1054  
http://warhillcycles.com/ 

Ride like a pro would like to offer the members of ABATE 
a special discount on Ride Like A PRO Atlanta Advanced 
Motorcycle skills training. This offer is good for current 
and future members of ABATE. The ABATE discount pric-
ing is $140.00 per rider - a $10 discount off regular price. 
As I offer to all my students, they can retake my advance 
training classes for 12 months after they take the initial 
class.  They will need to email or call and check if I have 
additional space in the class  

Scott Ford 

Ride Like A PRO Atlanta 

www.ridelikeaproatlanta.com 
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“ 

1W:  

Dari Dip 
 302 West Villanow Street, LaFayette, GA          

1: 

Logan’s Roadhouse  
2140 East Walnut Avenue  Dalton, GA 30721 
 

2:  

El Jinete Mexican Restaurant 
345 W. Louise Street (Historic Hwy 441) 
Clarkesville, GA 30523  
 
Chattahoochee Biker Gear 
8610 N Main St,   Helen, GA 30545 
 
3  

The Watering hole in Villa Rica 
123 Tri County Plaza, Villa Rica, GA  

4E:  

Confetti’s Bar and Grill,    
6470 Spalding Dr., Norcross, GA   
20% Discount with your ABATE card 
 
 

4W: 

B3's Bar and Grill, at 2523 Veterans Memorial High-
way , Austell, Ga 
 
6 : 

The Grove Bar and Grill 
4681 Bill Gardner Pkwy., Locust Grove. 
 
5 :  

Thomas’ Country Buffet,  
4122 Emory St NW, Covington, GA 30014  

5N:  

Cycle World of Athens 
4225 Atlanta Highway, Athens, Ga 
 

6/2:  

Jekyll and Hyde's,  HWY 29 North,  
Newnan, Ga  
 
6/3: 

Johnnys Pizza, 494 Crosstown Drive,  
Peachtree City  
 

7:  

AP's Hidden Hideaway 
4274 Broadway, Macon, GA  
 

8: 

Road Runner Cafe, 2508 Peach Orchard Rd. (Rt. 25), 
Augusta, Ga 
 
9:  

Player’s 
 1500 54th Street, Columbus, GA  
 

11:  

VFW Post 660, 
5115 Ogeechee Rd, Savannah, GA 31405 
 

 

12: 

Mr. Chicks Chicken 
1125 US84, Cairo Ga. 
 

13: 

Henry Elrod Center 
100 Washington Ave., Ashburn, GA 
US41 at Georgia 112  
15:  

Toucan’s Ale house 
2450 Perry Lane Road  Brunswick, GA 31525  

   Please visit our District Sponsors 

Members, Districts, Businesses & Supporters with your donation of $100 or more you become an Honor 
Roll Member of A.B.A.T.E. of Georgia!  As always your generosity and support is appreciated. 
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A.B.A.T.E. of Georgia, Inc. Membership Application       0209 
Membership Dues:  Single $30, Couple $50, Junior $10 (Juniors must be 15 years old or younger) 
Make check or money order payable to A.B.A.T.E. of Georgia, Inc., or enter credit card information under your signature.   
Send to A.B.A.T.E. of Georgia, Inc., PO Box 116 Austell, GA 30168 
 
NAME____________________________________________________DOB____/____/____    NEW    OR    RENEW 
 
NAME____________________________________________________DOB____/____/____    NEW    OR    RENEW 
 
ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY_________________________________________________ STATE__________ ZIP__________________ 
 
COUNTY_________________________________DISTRICT________PHONE (______) ___________________ 
 
OCCUPATION_____________________________REFERRED BY_____________________________________ 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(OPTIONAL)  LEGISLATIVE DONATION     $10 _____________     OTHER  ____________    MAIL PIN (S) $3 ___________ 
 
I agree to comply with A.B.A.T.E. rules for sanctioned motorcycle activities. I understand that all benefits become effective upon receipt of my 
membership card. I agree not to hold A.B.A.T.E. responsible for accidents that may occur at sanctioned events. Membership dues and donations 
are NOT  tax deductible for federal income tax purposes. 
 
APPLICANT SIGNATURE___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

PAY BY CREDIT CARD ON WWW.ABATEGA.ORG  Prefer to register and pay online? 
 

http://www.abatega.org/join.htm 

IF YOU ARE A MOTORCYCLE ENTHUSIAST—JOIN TODAY! 
 

Your membership entitles you to our monthly newsletter, admission discounts at most A.B.A.T.E. 
events, discounts at bike shops throughout the state who support our ideals, a patch and pin for new 
members, and a year pin for renewals. Help protect your right to ride! Fill out the application below. 

NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 

U. S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

AUSTELL, GA 

PERMIT NO. 15 


